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From: Mara Klein Collins <kleincollins@verizon.net:>

To: Undisclosed-recipients: <>;

Cc: Susan Carp <scarp@town.arlington.ma.us>

Date: 12/16/2014 11:13 PM

Subject: Council on Aging Invitation to Town Leadership Jan. 15, 2015

Dear Town Leadership,

The Council on Aging invites you as part of a group of town leaders including Adam Chapdelaine,

Christine Bongiorno, Doug Helm, Carol Kowalski, the Board of Selectmen, members of the Arlington

Finance Comunittee, and the Arlington Redevelopment Board to a presentation to provide an

* understanding of how the Council on Aging meet the needs of Arlington seniors, how it is financed,

and more. We will also offer a tour of the Senior Center so you can see the space used for the seniors.
The COA Board has been working on this informative presentation for months so we would like you

to make time to come listen and talk with us.

We propose a Thursday when the Center has extended hours so.you can see it in action. With the
holidays coming we are waiting until January to set up the presentation. A few of our members work,
as you likely do. Therefore we propose Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 5 pm. Is that time
convenient for you? If that does not work for you please propose alternatives.

The COA Board members will be present as well as Executive Director Susan Carp. We look forward
to sharing an overview of the COA with you. Please let me know if you and others in your
department/committee will attend. \

Respectfully,
Mara Klein Collins
Chair, Arlington Council on Aging

Kleincollins@verizon.net
Mobhile 617-417-5816

Attachments:
File: ATT00002.txt Size: 1k Content Type: text/plain
File: ATT00003.html (Shown Inline)  Size: Sk Content Type: text/html
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December 12, 2014

Mr. Adam W. Chapdelaine, Town Manager
Town of Arlington

730 Massachusetts Avenue

Axlington, MA 02476

Re: Town of Arlington FY2014 SOI Status
Dear Mr. Chapdelaine:

The Massachusetts School Building Authority (the “MSBA”) would like to thank the Town of
Arlington (the “District”) for expressing an interest in the MSBA’s program for school building
construction, renovation, and repair grants through the Fiscal Year 2014 Statement of Interest
(the “SOTI”) process.

Overall, the MSBA received 108 SOIs from 72 different school districts for consideration in
Fiscal Year 2014. In reviewing SOls, the MSBA identifies the school facilities that have the
greatest and most urgent need based on an assessment of the entire cohort of SOIs that are
received for consideration each fiscal year,

Through the MSBA’s due diligence process and review of the 201 FY 2014 SOIs that were
received, the MSBA has determined that the Arlington High School SOI will not be invited into
the MSBA’s Eligibility Period at this time.

If the District would like this school to be considered for future collaboration with the MSBA,
the District should file an SOI in an upcoming fiscal year, The MSBA will be accepting SOls
for consideration in FY 2015 starting on January 9, 2015. There will be some minor changes to
the FY 2015 SOI process with information to follow. If your District is planning on submitting
an SOIL in FY 2015 you may want to notify your school committee and other local governing
board of your intentions, as both local governing bodies will vote to approve submission of an
SOI prior to the following closing dates:

- The SOI closing date for districts submitting under the Accelerated Repair Program,
which is primarily for the repair and/or replacement of windows, roofs, and/or boilers in
an otherwise structurally sound facility, will be February 13, 2015,

40 Broad Street, Suite 500 * Boston, MA 02109 = Tel: 617-720-4466 * Fax: 617-720-5260 » www.MassSchoolBuildings.org
>
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- The SOI closing date for districts submitting under the Core Program, which is primarily
for projects beyond the scope of Accelerated Repair, including extensive repairs,
renovations, addition/renovations, and new school construction will be April 10, 2015.

The MSBA is proud to have collaborated with the Town of Arlington on the Thompson
Elementary School project. The MSBA remains committed to collaborating and partnering with
the District to better understand any other school facility issues in the District.

The MSBA will be sending more detailed information regarding the FY 2015 SOI process to
Districts in the coming weeks. Please feel free to contact me or Diane Sullivan at (617} 720-
4466 should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

o ey

John K. McCarthy
Executive Director

Ce:  Legislative Delegation
William Hayner, Chair, Arlington School Committee
Dr. Kathleen Bodie, Superintendent, Arlington Public Schools
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November 2014
Dear Parents, Guardians and Community Members,

Every year | am excited to review the progress we are making toward our goals to provide the resources,
infrastructure and educational environment required for optimal teaching and learning. Cne of our focus
areas Js technology. We are completing the final year of the Technology Pian we created in 2011, The
misslon statement in this document includes the following:

"In order to successiully educate students In the Information Age to become members of our
networked global soclety, we envision a school community of Iife-long learners, In which students are
capable of defining problems, refrieving information with judgment, and solving problems creaftively and
flexibly. The learning process has progressed from the need to master toplcs and recall information to
learning that is seff directed and collaborative, and technology Is key to this evolution.”

The Technology Plan 2011-2016 which you can review here, presents detalled ptans for how we are

going to change our hardware and network Infrastructures and Improve the technology literacy of our
faculty and staff. Our goal has been to integrate technology Into our core curriculum to promote 21st

century student learning.

1 am happy to report that we have made tremendous progress over the last fhree years. We have been
assisted by generous funding from the Arlington Education Foundation and the Arlington Capital Planning
Committes, and by dedicated teachers who are using technology In creative and meaningful ways. Last
month | wrote about the Ottoson Technology & Engineering Program, which was just recognized as "Best
of the Year" by MassTEC. This month you will find additional artlcles about technology integration efforts
taking place in our schools. In the District News section, you will find information abouit the effect of
iPads on leaming that was gathered during last year's 1:1 Pilot in the sixth grade. You will also find an
article that describes our exciting computer science classes, now offered at Ottoson and Arlington High
School, In Awards & Distinctions. You can learn more about what s happening in our classrooms as
you read about the presentations our facully members gave at the iPad summit. You also will not want to
miss the article that updates you on the Ottoson Robotles Club and the SeaPerch launch in Academic
Highlights. '

Wa are very pleased with how we are moving forward to make technology an Integral part of our learning
environment and increase our STEM classes. Assistant Superintendent Laura Chesson has already
begun the collaborative process that will lead to the creation of an updated technology plan. You will hear
more about that in the near future, and about the forums that will be held in 2015, at which you will learn
more about the plan and will have the opportunity to provide your input. | urge you to take advantage of
every opportunity to be part of this process.

As you read on In the newsletter, you will find more information about the achievements of our students
and teachers, and the programs going on in our schools, After only three months, a great deal has
happened academically, athletically and creatively, and | know you will enjoy learning about It

Best regards,

Kathleen Bodie, Ed.D




Townwlde Announcement

Your input Requested as Arlington Master Plan Rounds the Bend fo the Finish Line
The Town of Arlington will be gathering input on the draft master plan during a public forum fo be held on
Monday, January 12, Read more> )

District News

Grade Six 1:1 iPad Pilot Demonstrates Impact on Learning, Sefs the Stage for the Future
Increases In student engagement, Improved organizational skills and Increased tims-on-leaming in the
classroom are just some of the positive impacts students, teachers and parents observed during last
year's Pilet, Learn more>

Strong Computer Science Curriculum Now Offered at Ottoson and Arfington High School
Computer sclence instruction now begins in the sixth grade, and high school students can go from
Introduction through Advanced Placement, and join the Computer Team if they choose. Read more>

Grants

Care Coordination Grant Drives Collahoration to Support Safety, Health and Learning
Funding from the Massachusetts Department of Health has enabled the district to establish a Care
Coordinator, increasing our ability to maximize positive outcomes for at-risk students. Read more:> :

Awards 8 Distinctions ]

CHPS Representative Presents Verified Leader Award to Town and Thompson

Carolyn Sarno, Vice President of the Collaboraflve for High Performance Schools® (CHPS), visited
Arlington on November 13 fo recognize the Thompson Elementary School as a leader in the movement to
bulld healthy, energy efficient schools. Learn more>

Fourteen AHS Students Accepted into Northeastern District Ensembles
Arlington Is proud to have so many young performers accepted to be part of the Senior Music Festival
happening in January, Learn more>

Arlington-Belmont Crew Takes State Champlonship
Congratulations to all the AHS students who contributed to the fantastic AB Crew finishes at the state
championships last month. Read more>

Teacher's Advocacy Trip Demonstrates That We All Have a Voice

Her commitment to ending extreme poverty earned Stratton teacher Julie Barth a trip to Washington D.C.
where she urged passage of the Energize Africa Act. Read about the lessons she brings back to her
classroom>

iPad Summit Presentations Feature APS Use of Technology to Promote 21st Century Learning
Our vision and the way we use fechnology to enhance the learning environment in different grade levels
was shared by our Assistant Superintendent and five of our teachers at a conference in Boston this
month, Read more>

Language Teachers Share Ideas, Gather Knowledge and Win Awards at MaFL.A Conference
Three of our faculty members kept their audiences enthused during 76-minute presentations, and two
others were recognized for thelr excellence as new teachers, at the Massachusetls Foreign Language
Association Conference in Cctober. Learn more>




Academic Highllghts

British Author Nicola Davies Helps Students Develop Critical Writing Skills
During workshops and assemblies, visiting author Nicola Davies helped our etementary students explore
the writing process, emphasizing the skilis required for crifical nonfiction writing. Learn more>

Spy Pond SeaPerch ROV Launch Reveals Aquatic Life and Demonstrates Vehicle Performance
As they controlled thelr vehicles, the members of the Ottoson Robolics club were able to able to study the
bottom of Spy Pond and spot some fish. Read more about the exciting launch>

Visiting French Students Share American Daily Life with Host Families
Arlington High Schoot hosted 16 French students early this month, setting the stage for the visit our
young people will make fo France this Aprli. Learn about thelr experiences>

Creative Hiahlights

Exploring Barriers between People Is the Theme of First Fall Play Parformed at Oftoson
The theme of David Campton's play, Us and Them, sparked discussion, creativity and strong
performances this month. Read more>

AHS Drama Guild's "Twelfth Night" Fills the Stage with Music, Laughter and Fun
With cloche hats and a jazz band, the Drama Gulld took Shakespeare's romantic comedy into the Roaring
Twenties to the delight of the audience. Learn more>

Athletic Hinhlights

AHS Fall Season Ends Strong, with Girls Soccer Competing for Division 2 State Title

The fall season was marked by solid team and individual performances, with one cross country runner
advancing to the state finals, and girls soccer achleving a level of tournament play not seen for 22 years.
Read more>

Speclal Events
Antl-bullying Champion and Author Jay Asher Visits Otfoson

Seventh and elghth graders had the opportunity to hear from Jay Asher when he vislted Ottoson as part
of his "50 states against bullying" tour, Read more>

Continue to read the full November 2014 newsletter
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Townwide Announcement

Your Input Requested as Arlington Master Plan Rounds the Bend to the Finish Line

For the last two years, the Town of Arlington has been working on a Master Plan to guide its future
phystcal growth, Part of this process Is gathering the perspective of our many local famllies with school
age chlldren, A public hearing on the draft plan Is scheduled for Monday January 12, 2015 at 7 pmin the
Town Hall Auditorium (snow date Is Jan. 15), and | hope that many of you will be able to attend. Click
here to see the draft Master Plan. If you would like to talk with a staff member about it, pleass call 781
316-3091,

District News
Grade Six 1:1 iPad Pilot Demonstrates Impact on Learning, Sets the Stage for the Future
In the Arlington Public Schools Technology Plan 2011-2015, we falk about technology as an Insfructional

tool, one that “...opens up broad opportuniiles for teachers to customize Instruction to engage and reach
ali learners..." and "..to expand the boundaries of the classroom walls." It is our belief that technology




supports the type of sel-directed, collaborative and interactive learning that is required for success In the
27 st century.

With these ideas in mind, we embarked upon a 1:1 iPad Pllot In the Ottoson 6108 Cluster last year. We
wanted to understand the different ways iPads can impact leaming--both overali and in specific subjects
such as mathematics, English, social studles, sclence and special education, | am pleased to report that
teachers, students and parents all agreed that the IPads had a positive effect on learning. Student
engagement and leadership In learning increased, and digital literacy and citizenship developed,
Improvements [n student organizational and research skills were observed, as well as the ability to
evaluate sources, The.writing process was facliitated, especlally for students with learning differences,
and teachers were able o provide more differentiated instruction based on student need.

One of the benefits of using the IPads is that students have all the Information at hand that they need to
do thelr work--from the calendars that spell out assignments, to the mathematics programs they are using
to master skills, to the variety of applications they can use to present their projects according to their
individual strengths. All assignments, readings and presentations can be shared electronically and each
student can work at his or her own pace. Collaborative graphic organizers can be used to conduct group
research, and members are able to critique each other's sources In order to establish the highest quality
Information. Reading is nurtured through the use of multimedia texts.

The Pilot illustraied how students with learning disabifities can particularly benefit. These young people
are more engaged when they have their iPad, and will voluntarily seek out Information they do not know.
Many modalities of learning are avallable, from video to text to educational games and more, providing
many ways for students to learn. Those with text disabilities can download almost any book from Book
Share and the application Voice Dream will read It at the speed they choose, letting them practice
pronunciation, comprehension, fluency and decoding.

| want to thank Ottoson 610s Cluster teachers Johanna Bunn, Julle Gallagher, Jessica Keweshan, Lillian
O'Donnell and Alison Sancinito for spearheading this Pilot and for preparing thelr comprehensive report
detalling the impact of IPads on learning. This Information gives us a solld foundation on which fo build an
updated technology plan. 1 know that these teachers are already using what they learned last year to
create an even more effective and creative learning envlronment that reaches alf students.

Strong Computer Science Curricufum Now Offered at Ottoson and Arlington High School

Last year, with funding help from the Arlington Education Foundalion (AEF), we were able to upgrade the
AHS STEM Lab and offer the first computer sclence classes avallable in the district In four years, This
curriculum is continuing, with more students involved than ever before. This year we recelved additional
funding from AEF and we tumed our atiention to the Ottoson. We added equipment for our sixth graders
and are offering an exciting Computer Science (CS} curriculum there,

In the new sixth grade dass, Digital Medja & Literacy, 300 students receive a full year of Computer
Science. The curriculum does more than just teach students to code. Broader and deeper concepts such
as decomposition, pattern recognition, algorithmic thinking and the engineering life cycle are also
included, :

Terry Dash, the leader at Ottoson who comes to us after a 25-year career in information systems, hopes
that the students will apply programming skills to answer questions. There are plans to include cross-
curricular problems that require "hands-on” approaches and appeal to a wide range of students,
especlally girls, The class is exploring forsnsic mysteries that can be solved by applying algorithms and
procedures, as well as ways to create interactive artwork, The goal Is to use projects like these to engage
the students’ imaginations and encourage them to continue In Computer Science In high school and
beyond. You may fearn about activities that have been going on In the Digital Media & Literacy class
here.




At AHS, we are offering three levels of Computer Sclence. The Introductory course, Exploring Computer
Science (ECS) focuses on human-computer interactions, problem solving, website development,
programming, data analysls and robotlcs. Honors Compuier Science Is the next level of study, reinforcing
tha concepts taught in ECS with a focus on programming and learning Java, Those students wishing to
continue their studies can take AP Java. Parficipants finishing this course take the AP exam, and with a
score of thrae to five can earn college cradit depending upon the college.

Our students are increasingly responding to these offerings. Last year there were 22 students in the
program, and the classes were only recommended for juniors and seniors. This year, all levels are
encouraged to take Computer Sclence and there are over 60 students participating.

Dan Sheldon, a graduate of AHS who holds a BS and MA in Computer Science and Mechanlcal
Engineering from MIT, leads the program. He believes that these classes benefit all those who to go onto
pursue advanced education, Since computers are being used In many fields, it Is Mr. Sheldon's opinlon
that those who understand computers at a more fundamental level have an advantage. He also believes
that it is easy for young people to get discouraged In their first college-level computer science (CS)
classes if they do not have high school experience. Being able to take CS classes in high school was
instrumental fo his success in the field in college. Computer scientists and programmers are In high
demand in all industries, and with high school preparation, Mr. Sheldon hopes more siudents will continue
in the field. :

In addition to the CS courses, there s a Computer Team that competes in the American Computer
Science League. Mr. Sheldon hopes to expand computer science opportunities further by taking on some
civic technology projects, working with the Town or Arlington Public Schools to develop needed
programs. He s also planning & new AP class called CS Principles, AHS will be one of the first schools to
offer this new course.

We are delighted to he able to provide these classes to our young people, and to have a talented group of
experlenced professionals designing curriculum and teaching our students. At AHS, Mr, Sheldon Is Joined
by Alllson Schubert, who teaches ECS. At Ottoson, Johanna Bradley and Sara Toutounjian teach Digital
Litoracy & Madia along with Ms. Dash. | want to thank all of them for the high quality courses they are
bringing to our students, and also thank AEF for the support that has made these classes possible. Click
here to learn more about the Arlington Education Foundation.

Grants
Care Coordination Grant Drives Colfaboration to Support Safety, Health and Learning

Creating and maintaining safe schools is a focus area in our district. Many of you have visited our website
where we talk about the comprehensive program that includes safety and security audits, development of
emergency plans and staff training. These are the areas that most often come to mind when we think
about safety. In our schools today, however, safety goes beyond emergency management and
preparedness, District Nurse Leader Susan Franchl thinks about safety and security in an additionat way.
She knows that safety includes having students feel that school Is a place they want to be, and a place
where they can leam and be included. Over the last few years, she has discovered that the problem of
school adjustment is growing. Our nurses are seeing more and more students with anxiely and
depression. Some have a desire to hurt themselves, More students are also presenting with concussions,
as this condition is diagnosed more frequently today.

Students with these problems end up in a viclous cycle. As they try to manage school along with thelr
heaith issues, their absence rate increases, This leads to more stress, Parents are often unsure what to
do, and the medical professionals nvolved may not even know how many days thelr pafients have
missed.

It became clear to Ms. Franchi that our district needed a point persen, or case manager, If we were going
to be able to help these students succeed. When the Massachusetts Depariment of Public Health (DPH)




announced that they were thinking of awarding grants to support an innovative school care coordination
pilot project, she jumped at the chance to apply. :

The $36,000 award that we received ts enabling AHS nurse Sarah Lee to spend four days each week
acting as a Care Coordinator. She services students with short and long-term acute disorders and
injuries, and acts on mental health evaluation recommendations leading to necessary referrals and
treatment. Having a Gare Coordinator allows Nursing, Special Education, Guldance, Scclal Work and
Primary Care providers to work collaboratively with parents and students to opfimize positive health and
academic outcomes, Communication Is a large part of Ms. Lee's job. She Is Involved in muitiple meetings
and conversations with all the parties, does check-Ins with at-risk students, visits them at home and
manages all the data, She also works clossly with Cindy Sherldan Curran, who serves our district in the
roles of Diversion Coordinator, Court-Home Liaison Officer and Attendance Officer,

There Is solid evidence across the state tHat nursing care and managetment makes a positive difference
in school attendance. We also know that anxiety and school adjustment issues can begin as early as the
elementary years. In an effort to start interventions and care sconer, we have expanded the current effort
to a small cohort of students in one of our elementary schocls and at the middle school,

Nurses in each of our schools spend increasing amounts of time collecting, documenting and reporting
information. Data management Is In addition to the Immediate services they provide to the Increasing
nurnber of students who walk through their doors, We are fortunate to alse have a DPH Essential School
Health grant that enables the district to hire per-diem nurses to cover offices when there is overload.

Today we have a greater understanding of the variety of needs that we must address in order for young
people to have a successful school experience. When students are having trouble, It Is often our nurses
who see them first, [ want to thank Ms. Franchi, Ms. Lee and our other school nurses for the vital role they
play In recognizing and serving at-risk students, Ms, Franchi Is Inspired by a quote from historian Carter
G. Woodson that | would like to share with you here: "Real education means to inspire peopie fo live
more abundantly, to learn to begin with life as they find It and make it better.”

Awards & Distinctlons

CHPS Representative Presents Verified Leader Award to Town and Thompson

On November 13, the School Committee was honored to welcoms Carolyn Sarno, Vice President of the
Collaborafive for High Performance Schoqls® {CHPS), to its meeting, Ms. Sarno attended to present the
Town of Arlington and the Thompson Elementary School with the organization's Verified Leader Award,
During her visit, Ms, Sarno had this to say:




"Your dedication to building and maintaining Thompson Elementary school as a hesithy, energy
efficlent school shows you recognize the important role the bullding plays 1o create the best possible
learning environment. CHPS acknowledges your contribution and welcomes Thompson Elementary
School to a distinguished rank of educational facilities who are leading the movement to build healthy
energy efficient schools.”

Chris Vance, one of the architects from HMFH who worked on the Thompson project, HNFH's marketing
manager Susan Elmore, and Arlington Town Manager Adam Chapdelaine joined me In accepiing this
prestiglous award. This Is a wonderful achievement, made possible by the many Individuals who worked
hard so that the school would meet the criteria for a cost-effective, envirenmentally friendly building. For
mare infermation about how the Thompsoen minimizes impact, conserves energy and increases student
health and productivity, please see Thompson Elementary School Cifed for Creating a High Performance
Learning Environment in my October newsletter, which you can read by clicking here,

Fourteen AHS Students Accepted into Northeastern District Ensembles

1 am happy to announce that 14 of our performing arts students are taking part in the Massachusetts
Muslc Educators’ Association (MMEA) Northeastern District Senior Music Festival in January, Elght of
these young men and women have been recommended to audition for All-State ensembles,

Qur musicians and vocalists were chosen from among over 1100 students who auditioned. Three
students will be playing with the District Band, six will sing in the District Mixed Chorus, four will be taking
part in the District Orchestra and one wili play In the District Jazz Band. | congratulate each of them on
this superb achievement. To learn more about the MMEA, please dlick hare.

Arfington-Belmont Crew Takes State Championship

Many of you know that we have several dedicated athletes who participate in Arlington-Belmont (AB)
Crew, a club sport that offers Interested young men and women the chance to compete in rowing. What
you may not know s that the team just took home the overall trophy at the Massachusetts Public School
Rowing Association Fall State Championships. In addition, the boys captured the team champienship
trophy for the third conseculive season, and the girls came in second in terms of points earned by the 15
competing teams,

There were 165 boats racing in the Championships overall, and the AB Crew finished almost 200 points
ahead of second-place Wayland-Weston, This is a tremendous achievement for the young team, as the
two communities only joined forces to pursue this sport in 2009,

This seascn has been particularly special for AB Crew, as Coach Mark Grinberg was named Junior
Coach of the Year in the USRowling Fan's Cholce Awards, Award winners are nominated and voted for
based on their contributions and excelience in rowing, and this year close fo 30,000 votes were cast,

Congratulations to all the athletes and coaches who make up AB Crew, Please click here to read more
about the state championship. To learn more about the team, please click here.
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Teacher's Advocacy Trip Demonstrates That We All Have a Voice

Encouraging cifizenship and leadership is an important part of the K-12 sedlal studies curriculum,
peginning in elementary school. We hope that our children will graduate with a strong belief in their ability
to use their skills and strengths to benefit others, This message is not only transmitted to our students
through their formal studies. They also are fortunate to have strong role modeis within our faculty--
individuals whose personal lives and expetlences can help them understand that each of us has a veice,

One such person s Stratton second grade teacher Julie Barth, Ms, Barth has been active in the ONE
campaign since it was founded in 2004. ONE Is & non-partisan, nonprofit advocacy organization working
to end extreme poverty, Ms. Barilt's involvement has ranged from planning local gatherings and training
sesslons, to delivering petitions to legislator's offices, and becoming well-educated on global issues
including poverty, infectious diseases, child and maternal health and energy. This past year, she became
a ONE Congressional District Leader (CDL) in Massachusetts.

Over the summer, Ms. Barth took part in a contest created by ONE to bring awareness to the Energize
Africa Act, a bill to help millions of people in Africa receive access to electricity for the first time. As one of
the top five CDL's In the country recruiting letters from constituents to their Senators, Ms, Barth was
awarded a trip to Washington D, C. where she put her advocacy skifis into practice.

Her time in Washington was spent meeting with legislatlve staff members, taking part in a general session
with Senator Elizabeth Warren, and attending the USAID Frontiers In Development Forum. The Forum
was particularly inspiring as she was able to hear from a former president of Ghana, a former Chief of
Staff to President Clinton, the Executive Director of Oxfam International and the Chair of the Organisation
for Economic Cooperatien and Development's Developmental Assistance Commiitee,

Ms. Barth has always felt that social action and personal involvement is important. She Is especlally
drawn to fighting for the lives of those affected by extreme poverty, and is Inspired by ONE's goal of
eradicating it by 2030, She was invigorated by the splrit among the other contest winhers who joined her,
including two high school students from New York. She brings this spirit and her bellef that we all can be .
heard to make a difference back to her classroom,

Michael Hanna, Stratton Princfpal, and 1 were happy to lend our support to her September trip, which she
describes as ",..truly a once in a lifetime opportunity.” To learn more about her tme in Washington D.C.,
please click here, Read about the other winners who joined hier on the trip by clicking here, Information
about the activities of ONE can be found here, | want to congratulate Ms. Barth for winning the trip, for her
dedicatlon to this issue and for bringing valuable lessons of citizenship back to her classroom.

iPad Summit Presentations Feature APS Use of Technology to Promote 21st Century Learning

Arlington's leadership In the use of technology was evident at this fall's EdTech Teacher [Pad Summit,
held In Boston on November 12-14. Assistant Superintendent Laura Chesson desctibed our overall vision




to the audiencs, and spoke about the types of technology we have across the district and the goals we
have for technology Integration. Ms, Chesson was followed by several of our teachers, who shared their
oxperiences at different grade levels,

Nicote Melnik, Thompson first grade teacher, has been delighted by the ways her classroom walls have
hean broken down with the use of iPads. She likes to have her students share thelr learning with the
larger community using Kidblog. All of her students have a blog, and they really enjoy the fact that thelr
posts are public. The group is part of a blogging community In which three other classes can view and
comment on what they write. By recelving feedback and seeing what other young students post, Ms.
Melnick's studenis are inspired to expand their writing.

Oftoson teacher Johanna Bradiey, who currently teaches sixth grade Digital Literacy & Media, spoke
about the iPad experlences her fith graders had when she was teaching at Thompson, The 1:1 IPad
rollout In the 610s Cluster at Ottoson was the subject of Litlan C'Donnell and Jessica Keweshan's
remarks. Instrucilonal Technology Speclalist and Database Administrator Susan Blsson spoke to the
group about technology professional development. Her presentation included a video that featured the
Thompseon Techsperts, fifth grade boys and girls who impacted the Thompsen 1.1 iPad rollout by helping
with device maintenance and planning, and by implementing technology initiatives.

It Is gratifylng to have our dedicated teachers tell their peers about the experiences we have had
Integrafing technology into the classroom. Those who attended the Technology Showcase held on May 5,
were able to speak with a varlety of students (including Techsperts and members of the 610s Cluster)
about how we are using technology to enhance learning. Whether they are producing an online
magazine, creating webslites, coding or collaboraling using Google Docs, our students are displaying a
level of creativity not possible In earller years. We are proud of the way our faculty has embraced
technology as a tool that prepares our students for success in the 21st century. To read blogs posted by
Ms, Melnik's students, please click here.

Language Teachers Share Ideas, Gather Knowledge and Win Awards at MaFLA Conference

Arlington was wael represented at the Massachusetts Foreign Language Assoclation (MaFLA) conference
last month, chaired by Catherine Ritz, cur Director of World Languagss. Cttoson teacher Abbl Holt and
AHS teachers Katia Haberman and Na Lu-Hogan each shared their creative classroom ideas in separate
7&6-minute sessions. They spoke about using fantasy tropes, country explorations and student-centered
activities to engage their Laiin, Spanish and Mandarin students, Imparting thelr enthusiasm for teaching to
their respective audiences.

Our teachers also took time to attend many of the different workshops that were avallable. Four language
department members went to the 6-hour workshop on proficlency development, led by a recognized
expert, This topic is aligned to our departmental goals of hetter understanding proficiency levels, setting
targets for each level and ensuring that our assessments are valid and reliable. Others attended shorter
sessions, and several teachers will be preparing materials to be shared with their peers during
professional development days, '

A highlight of the Conference for Arlington Public Schools was the Buginess & Awards Luncheon where
Katia Haberman and Na Lu-Hogan each received a New Teacher Commendation. This award goes fo
instructors who have been teaching less than five years and have demonstrated exceilence In foreign
language education. Only four teachers per year receive this honor across our state, and | am proud to
report that both Ms, Haberman and Ms, Lu-Hogan were recognized with this honor,

Ms. Ritz will be taking an even more active role within MaFLA when she assumes the Presidency in
January. She will serve for two years in that role, That our teachers were able to attend the annual
MaFLA confarence, both io share the wonderful work going on tn our district and to have the opportunity
to learn from others, was a benefit to our sfudents. | know that all participants have brought back many




ideas that will enrlch our program and strengthen the learning environment for our students, Please click
here to read Ms. Ritz's blog where you can learn more about our involvement and see plctures from the
event,

Academic Highlights

British Author Nicola Davies Helps Students Develop Critical Writing Skilfs

The implementation of the Massachusetts Common Core State Standards has introduced a new
emphasls on non-ficfion writing. Last month we were fortunate to have British zoologist and author Nicola
Pavies spend time with our elementary students. Her workshops focused on skills that are needed for
critical writing. She spoke about how fo evaluate sources and determine what is true,

Ms, Davies spent five days at Bishop Elementary School, conducting workshops tailored to each grade
level's curriculum. Reader's Theater was the focus In the Kindergarten, while in Grades 1 and 2, students
worked on Poetry Prose about the natural world. Writer's Workshop for grades 3, 4 and 6 was designed
to help students understand the revision process.

At Stratton Elementary School, Ms, Davles used her books as the focus for the assemblies she gave for
grades K-4. Bat Loves the Night was the subject for the Kindergarten, and Grades 1 and 2 heard about
One Tiny Turtle, Poetry was the focus for Grade 3 as they explored Outside My Window and Grade 4
heard about Silver Streat Farm, During all the assemblles, the author shared how she came to write each
book and discussed the writing process, Grade & classes were able to work with Ms. Davies during a
writing workshop on nature poetry,

In her interview with the Arlington Advocate, Ms, Davies had this to say about the importance of
nonfiction; "The skills children build by reading and writing nonfiction Is [sic] transferrable across all areas
of life: extracting Information from one source, assimilating it and representing It in another form for an
audience. 1 can't think of a more useful skill."

| want to thank the Arlington Education Foundation for awarding the grant that made this visit possible.
The grant also funded the creation of text sets for Grades 3-5 at Bishop. A text set is a collection of books
from different genres such as fiction, non-fiction, poetry and picture books, that all deal with a single
subject. Being able to read and compare such texts halps young people become engaged and develop as
critical readers and writers, To learn more about Nicola Davies and her books, please click here,




Spy Pond SeaPerch ROV Launch Reveals Aquatic Life and Demonstrates Vehicle Performance

Last year we followed the progress of the Ottoson Robotics Club's SeaPerch project, the culmination of
an exciting vear spent researching and doing hands-on engineering work. SeaPerch |s an underwater
robotics program that provides teachers and students with what they need to build a Remotely Operated
Vehicle (ROV), Technology teacher Brandy Whitney introduced the project at Ottoson, The $1,032
SeaPerch Foundation and Qffice of Naval Research Grant she obtalned helped with funding.

At the end of last year, the Club did some In-water testing at Ottoson, and the group was able to assess
the buoyancy of their vehicles and begin discussing how they might modify them to perform better, After
this experience, everyone really wanted to see how the ROVs performed in open water, and on October
31, the group launched them into Spy Pond.,

The successful launch enabled the students to control the vehicles and look under the surface of the
water, studying the bottom of the pond and spotting some fish, Ciub members are now turning their
attention toward the list of englneering changes they would like to make, and have begun to implement
some of their ideas. The goal Is to return to Spy Pond in the spring and faunch the improved ROVSs.

The popular Ottoson Robotics Club meets every Wednesday, and new students have been working on
snap clrcult, land-based rovers as they start to become famillar with basic circultry and rover construction.
They are also starting to assemble the body of a new SeaPerch. SeaPerch is an excifing project because
it introduces students to the baslc skills of ship and submarine design, along with teaching fundamental
sclence and engineering concepts, tool safety and technical procedures. | am grateful to Ms. Whitney for
her leadership of the Robotics Club and | congratulate all the members on their successful Spy Pond
launch. Click here to see more plctures of the October launch, To learn about the SeaPerch underwater
robotics program, please click here,

Visiting French Students Share American Daily Life with Host Families

Experiencing typical American family life was the goal for the 16 students from Orleans, France, who
visited us this month, Each one lived with an Arlington Family during their stay, enabling them to get to
know the AHS student they will host when our young people travei to France in Apiil.




The visit Included both classes at AHS and sightseelng. The students attended sports and extracurricular
activities, shared dinners, went apple picking, and some aven visited New York City with their host
families, The group was unanimous that they found the families extremely welcoming, and thought that
the area was very beautiful. They were also Impressed with how big things are here, from cars to houses
fo portions of food, The students were especlally impressed with the:

Historical wealth in Boston and the surrounding area

Unbelievable view of Boston from the Observatory

School system's ability to give more freedom to students than they have in France

Shorter school days that enable students to participate In more extracurricular activities
Importance of Halloween

American stereolypes such as Starbucks, cheerleaders, squirrels, big cars, yellow buses and fast
food

+ Many brands of goods that do not exist in France.

e & » & 9

In turn, our young people found the experience very rewarding, and had this to say about the visit;

"My exchange student and | became geod friends, and | can't walt to see her again when we go
to France tn April."

*Throughout the French exchange | grew not only as a French speaker but also was able to learn
about another culture."

"We got o give othars the chance to expetience a new country ,.."

The reciprocal trip to Orleans, a beautiful city situated [n the Loire Vallay, is planned for April 15-25, 2015,
The trip will Include visits to Parls and two amazing castles, Chambord and Blols, There wilt be plenty of
opportunities for our students to practice their French, and learn about daily life with their host families. )
want to thank AHS French teacher Veronique Lahey for her leadership of the French exchange program
that provides such meaningful experiences for our students.

Exploting Barriers between People Is the Theme of First Fall Play Performed at Oftoson

This month, a cast made up of Ottoson sixth, seventh and efghth graders performed Davld Camplon's
one act play, Us and Them. The story begins as two groups of wanderers look for a place to settle, They




find sultable spaces, and agree to mark the boundéry. Qver tims, the wall between them tnspires
suspicion, mistrust and fear, leading fo a bitter flght. Sadly, the survivors conclude that the wall caused
the difficulties between them, and that all could have been avoided If only they had made it stronger.

Set in "any time, any place”, Campton's play allows the performers and their audience to explore the
effects of barriers and how they, even with the best of intentlons, can cause us to lose sight of the
humanity of those we call "other". The cast members discussed the play's theme at length, and used it fo
inform the set, costume, and lighting cholces, The result was a powerful performance of what one student
called "the most challenging play" she had ever done.

This Is the first year of the Otloson fall play, and there are plans to make this an annual event, expanding
the choices avallable to our middle school students interested in theater. | am pleased that we are able to
offer this additional opportunity to our students, and congratulate Director Jenna Fernandes and the
talented cast on a fine performance. A spring musical, Seussical, Jr., is currently getting underway, with
performances scheduled for May 1 and 2,

TWELFTH MNIGHT

It

Novernber 13kh - I5th at T:30

AHS Drama Guild's "Twelfth Night" Fills the Stage with Music, Laughter and Fun

"If muslc be the food of love, play on,” and the eight musiclans did as requested, opening the delightful
AHS performance of Shakespeare's Twelfth Night this month. Dressed in Roarlng Twenties finery, the
band treated Duke Orsino and his court fo some great jazz, while he spoke of the complications created
by his love for the beautiful Lady Olivia,

After this musical baginning, the characters and the laughs just kept coming as our talented thesplans
changed genders, played tricks on each other and helped an appreciative audience explore themes of
fove, loss, and ambltion, It was evident from the start that the entire cast was having a wonderful time,
whether they were acting the fool, watching the effects of a fake love letter or pretending to be someone
else. The audience couldn't help but respond to the actors' comic timing and their willingness to use their
entire bodies {o convey the sllliness of thelr characters.

Over 50 young people from all four grades came together as actors, stage managers, musicians and
crew to create this splendid production, The costumes--tubular dresses, cloche hats and long beads on
the women, and wide trousers and wide lapsls on the suit Jackets of the men--evoked the elegance, color
and daring of the Roaring Twenties era. | want to congratulate AHS Drama teacher Michael Byrne, and all
of the young people who took part In this dazzling display of talent and fun.




Athletic Highlights

AHS Fall Season Ends Strong, with Girls Soccer Competing for DivIsion 2 State Title

it is hard to belleve that the fall sports season has ended at Arlington High. Our athletes distinguished
themselves both on and off the field, and left us with many great moments to remember. Let me take a
moment to review some of the highlights with you,

The foothall team ended their season with a solid win over Arlingfon Catholle In the annual Thanksgiving
Day gatne. The Spy Ponders closed with an 8-3 overall record, and gualified for the state tournament.
Boys soccer also made it to the state tournament, losing to Concord-Carlisle.

Boys cross country placed well within the Middlesex League, with senior Joe Hazelton qualifying for the
State Finals. After finishing second In their reglon, the Arlington Cheerleaders went on to finish fourth In
the state In the Large School-Coed calegory.

This year the girls soccer team did something that has not happened in 22 years--made it through the
finals to compete against another team for the Division 2 state title. The feam earned this berth after
defeating Concord-Carlisle to win the North champlonship, The final game against Hingham was down to
the wire, ending in defeat for Arlington In the last eleven seconds of regulation play. Click here to read
about the North champlonship win, and here to read about the state fitle game,

) want to congratulate all our fall aihletes and coaches for all their hard work and dedication. We are
proud of each accomplishment, and now look forward to winter season competition.

Special Events

MASSACHUSETTS

" ol JAY AGHENE
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Anti-buflying Champion and Author Jay Asher Visits Ottoson

On October 27, Jay Asher, author of Thirfeen Reasons Why, visited the Ottoson as part of his "50 states
agalnst bullying” tour, His book telis the story of a young man who discovers cassetle tapes recorded by a




former classmate. The tapes reveal the thirteen reasons why the young woman had committed suiclde
two weeks earlier, The book has toushed many lives, and caused its readers to reflect on how they treat
others and the effects they can have on those around them, Mr. Asher's U.8, tour builds on the success
of the book to stimulate conversations about bullying among young people.

The Ottoson Middie Schoo! was the only stop for Mr. Asher in Massachusetts. He spent two hours with
the seventh and eighth grade students, talklng about the book and what it has come to mean for the anti-
bullying movement, He also spoke about the writing process and spent 456 minutes responding to
audience questions. He signed #WhyYoulMatter bracelets and books for Interested students. The
members of the Ottoson News Network had a special ireat because they were able to interview the
author, share lunch with him, and ask even more questions.

Combating bullying across the district is an Important ptlority for Arington Publle Schoals, We regularly
hold special events deslgned to promote understanding of this Issue, For example, Ottoson observes No
Name Calling Week, a program originated by the Gay Lesbian and Straight Education Network, every
winter. The week features a variety of acfivities and speclal presentations to bring awareness to the
problem of bullylng. Last January, Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan [oined Arlington Police Officer
Stephen Porciello and Assistant District Attorney David Solet at an assembly focused on how to safely
and responsibly use the Internet and social media.

For more Information on Mr, Agher and his powerful book, please click pere. To review the APS Bullying
Prevention and Intervention Plan, you may click here




CECTE
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December 12, 2015

Dear Selectman, Dear Public Memorial Committee,

Several weeks ago, I reached out to Mr. Al Salipante and discussed the criteria for
memorializing citizens of Arlingotn, MA. As you have already heard from Dan Dunn,
the Arlington Cycling Community is attempting to Memorialize our dear Coach and
Trainer, Robert McMurray, known in Arlington and beyond as “Bobby Mac,” who
passed away in March. We, the members of Quad Cycles Bicycle Club, and members
of the greater Boston Cycling Community feel that Bobby Mac fits the criteria
described in the town documents.

Bobby volunteered his time every weekend and every holiday, (as longas it wasn't
snowing or too dangerous to ride) training people on how to become a better, safer,
friendlier cyclist. And he did for free. Every weekend. For 15 years. Until
pancreatic cancer stole him from us in March.

As you read through the letters and articles you will find a remarkable story about a
remarkable man who despite seemingly insurmountable obstacles in his own life,
not only found courage and determination to overcome them, but passed his life
lessons on to those of us lucky enough to know him with great conviction and spirit,
believing in us when we did not believe in ourselves. Bobby’s impact was far
reaching as you will see.

Many of us showed up on the “Bobby Mac” ride for the first time intimidated,
nervous, convinced we wouldn't fit in, never mind make it through a 16 mile round
trip on the bike path. By the time Bobby was finished with us, usually by the end of
a single season, we'd have a multi-day charity ride under our belts and were looking
around to see who we could help, just as Bobby had helped us. His spirit was that
infectious. His generosity of spirit didn't just end when we finished riding. Anyone
who asked Bobby for help with anything, was sure to receive it

Our community has begun to raise money in the event that the Selectmen will grant
our request. A memorial celebration and bike ride is scheduled for April 4th, 2015
which would have been Bobby’s 66t Birthday. We are hoping to place a boulder on
the bike path with brass plaque inscription on or before that date if possible.

Please see http://www.gofundme.com/bobbymac for more details.

We believe Bobby’s spirit still rides the bikeway, singing songs, and dreaming
dreams, and we hope to preserve his memory to inspire generations to come.

Anke C, Schafer
978 758 5670
Quad Cycles




Ten Devereaux Street
Arlington, MA 02476
December 10, 2014

Arlington Board of Selectmen,

I'am writing in regard to a proposed memorial along the Minutemen Bikeway to
honor Robert (Bobby Mac) MacMurray,

For background, I have lived in Arlington for more than 45 years, was an early
President of the Arlington Youth Soccer Club (when it grew from two teams and
handful of adult volunteers to over 840 players and 110 volunteers) and I have also
served as co-~chair of Vision 2020’s Spy Pond Committee. My background is only
relevant as a way of saying I have seen and worked with many people who have
given enormous amounts of time and talent for the benefit of our town. it is with
this perpective that I enthusiastically write on behalf of Bobby Mac for the
outstanding example he served and the uplifting influence he had on so many.

The challenge in describing Bobby, the man, is that it seems to trivialize his
accomplishment if one describes him merely as a developer of “wannabe” cyclists
into competent, competitors and/or charity riders. This he did year after year, over
untold hours, in summer heat and winter cold. Nor was it just the manner in which
he coached, coaxed, and cheered his followers toward their goals. Closer to the mark
is the good citizenship he preached. His real distinction was the example he set for
finding joy in everyday experiences. His enthusiasm for people, song, and the joy of
life always shone through whatever his personal challenges, especially as his
eyesight and health declined.

I didn’t meet Bobby until I was in my late fifties yet he made as lasting an impression
on me as [ know he did on many of the young people whom I saw him inspire. The
Jesuits teach men to be “a man for others”. Tolstoy claimed the “purpose of a life was
to benefit humanity”. Bobby Mac lived that life for others without fanfare, just lifting
the spirits of all who encountered him. Since cycling was his passion and so many of
those he touched will ride that path, a memorial along the Minuteman Bikeway is
absolutely fitting,

Regards,
Steve Ricci




From: Anke anke@1i@gmail.com

Subjeci: Fwd; Bobby Mac Memorial
Date: December 14, 2014 at 6:03 PM
To:

Bagin forwarded message:

From: Elizabeth Blevins <glizabeth.a blevins @gmail.coms
Subject: Re: Bobby Mac Memorial

Dear Atlington Public Memorials Committes,

i am a former Arlington resident and was a frequent rider with Bobby Mag's Quad Cycles training rides prior to moving out of the state. §
happened into Quad Cycies by accident a little over 10 years ago. | had a flat tire and Bobby helped me fix it for free since | was ouf for a
short ride without money. He invited me to join the weekend training rides despite the fact that | had never ridden more than 5 miles at a
time. |showed up that weekend in my shorts and tee shitt oniy to be cheered on by Bobby and his nylon clad army of cyclists. To my own
amazement | rods 40 miles that day. And | was hooked. | bought the padded shorts {a must) and eventually bought a slimmer road bike and
found myself turning up at Quad cycles every weekend for the rides. Each time 1 looked forward to Bobby's pre-ride speeches, including
famous Bobby-isms fike: ¥You can go fast and you can go long but you can't go fast for longl" or "Drink before you're thirsty, eat before
you're hungry! Bobby also reminded us to ride single file and to "be hice to the cars--they're bigger than you." After a year of riding, Babby
encouraged me fo try a charity ride so that | could put my leng distance cycling muscies to use for a good cause. 1signed up for the
Massachusetts Red Ribbon ride and began another thing | had never done hefore: fundraising. Both the long miles and the minimum
fundraising amount were intimidating but it turned out thal petsistence and Bobhy's encouragement allowed me to accomplish both.

Howevet, there is a much more profaund impact Bobby Mac had on me and so many cthers on those rides. We certainly got in shape, we
learned every turm of the bike path and we raised lots of money for the Massachusetts AIDS coalition and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.
However, these are not the reasons Bobby Mac has so deeply impacted us. Through his unwavering belief in us, Bobby helbed us believe in
ourselves., When | doubted my ability to make it to the next stop ot grew agitaied in the afterncon heat on mile 55, Bebby would remind me
that the stop would indeed arrive. When | told Bobby i certainly could not ride 100 miles in a day, he reminded me about muscle memory
and that he knew | could do it. Biking, it turned out, was just an instrument to learn patience and to learn that [ could do so much more than
| ever imagined. Bobby wasn't just a cycling leader, he became the voice in my ear telling me t would get there and that | was strong.

Bobby Mac is one of those mentors whose impact carries on in all of us that he inspired. Not anly do | think of Bobby svery tine | geton a
hike, Fthink of him when | doubt mysslf or get impatient with the path I'm on. And | know I'm hot alone. Having a memeorial for Bobby on the
hike path would be an important way to honor the impact he had, through biking, on so many of us. Bobby was an incredible human being
who not only gave back through charity but through his ability to inspire others to be better and to go farther than they thought was possible.

Thank you for your consideration,

Elizabeth Blevins
617-694-8162




From: Cyndy coosiey Loyvados oo
Subject: Bobby
Neter December 11, 2014 at 6:23 PM
T Anke Schéfer vnkotii B gimnlicom

Dear Minuteman Committee

| used to rollerblade up and down the Minuteman Bike path. Miles and miles, mostly on my own, happily skating. On
Saturdays and Sundays I'd see a group of cyclists, dressed in blue and green, pass me. That looked like way more
fun!! So I went to the bike shop | saw on their jerseys and bought a new bike. (I thought you had to buy the bike
from the shop to be included in this club.) | read about the group’s typical route on the bike shop web site and was
sooo0 intimidated by the length!! | went out riding on my own, vowing to myself that someday ’d be ready to join
them for a ride. {I thought you had to be a really good cyclist)) | practiced and I practiced and did a ride with another
cycling group in preparation. Finally I felt ready ish.

On my 1% ride (6 years ago, maybe 7) we rolled slowly from the shop on Mass Ave and down the bike path to the end
in Bedford. That is where | remember meeting Bobby Mac. He always gives a little talk there to the entire group of
cyclists. 1 remember him asking everyone to raise their hands if they were riding in the upcoming MS charity event. |
slowly raised my hand, as did many others. Bobby loudly yelled, “Heroes!! All youlll” Right there | felt the Bobby

Mac magic for the 1% time. | was so proud and inspired to ride that day and then every day after that. | wanted to
become a better cyclist and | wanted to make Bobby proud.

I didn't need to buy my bike at that particular shop. | didn’t need to be a good cyclist on that 1st day. |just needed
to show up and pedal. Bobby's grand personality and kindness took care of everything.

Since Bobby's passing this year, I've still had some good cycling days, mostly due to riding with others from the
group that he inspired, but | miss him terribly. We all do.

I'd love to ride past a tribute to him on the bike path that he loved so much!
Thank you for your consideration!

Cyndy Costey




From: Joe ¢ dovesi ey ¢ o

Subjust: bobby
{sove December 11, 2014 at 5:45 PM
i Anke Schifer saihe 10 Sl oo

dear sir/madam:

I met Bobby in 2003 and had no idea that this guy, who was legally blind, would teach me about biking, life, and help set a path for me that |
enjoy living to this day, :

Anyone who fides seriously and safely was taught how o do it by someone. For many of us in the Arlington/.exingten area It was Bohby.
Riding a bike is easy, riding it safely in a group of 25+ people at 20 mph separated by inches takes remendous skill and concentration. All new
people literally have no idea what it takes to do this without losing your life.

Bobby broke it down to simple steps and thought processes that took into account the riders around you and the drivers and pedestrians who
we were to encounter.

He has trained hundreds of riders who have gone on to be competitive riders, charity riders and just plain riders.

the charity riders have them gene on to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for a variety of charities. The MS Soclety, Dana Farber Cancer
institute, Aids Action Committee, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, etc. have all benefitted from his geherosity.

Sent from my iPhone




Front Sharona Jatobs sizions;
Subject: Bobby Mac
fi:t:: December 11, 2014 at 3:41 PM

Tor AnRai e v ooy

Hi Anke - sorry, F've been lald out with flu and fever. Here's a a paragraph:

{ would fike to add my name In support of having a memorial for Bobby Mag on the Minuteman Trail in Arlington. My husband, Jeremy Kriege!,
and { wera trained by Bobby here in Atlington to ride in AIDSRides both in the US and abroad. He was always a warm and inspirational
presence, both to us and countless others. He never left a single newbie behind, and was extremely dedicated to training volunteers. 1 will
always associate the Minuteman Trail with hirn, expecting to see him around the next bend in his Quad Cycles colors. It's only fitting that there

be some lasting remembrance of him on the trail he loved.

Warmest wishes,
Sharona Jacobs

42 Grafton St. #2
Arlington, MA




Anke, Feel free to address and edit this as needed. | hope this is along the lines of what you are looking for. -
Tom.

ek ok e ok s ok ok ook ok ok ok ok ok e ok sk ok S ok e o ok ok

Very few people have had the profound impact on me as Robert McMurray, affectionally known as Bobby Mac.
Bobby and | met at the Quad Cycles bike shop within weeks of my moving to Arlington in 2001. Not only was |
looking to acquaint myself with the local cycling shop, but hoped to find a community or people to ride with.
After a few conversations with shop owner Rustem Gode, we decided to start the Artington Bicycle Club. Bobby
Mac was one of the 4 founding members.

Bobby Mac was legally blind, but more importantly, blind to obstacles and excuses that would keep him off the
bike. He was also blind to the obstacles that kept others in the Arlington cycling community from reaching their
goals. Although he was a man worthy of charity, he instead championed the task of helping others. He not only
trained hundreds of people for their charity events, he participated in multiple rides each year.

Bobby’s approach to leadership was remarkable. He did the customary tasks of organizing people, providing
advice, and motivating by unwavering commitment. However, when he was on the bike, he was not found at
the front leading the charge. Bobby Mac led powerfully from the back of the group. He encouraged those that
were struggling; refusing to leave their side until the last pedal stroke was completed.

One of my most memoarable experiences with Bobby was in Turkey, In 2003, Quad Cycles owner, Rustem Gode,
took us to enjoy some early season cycling in his homeland. | was simultaneously inspired and concerned that
Bobby was joining us. Why? Because he didn’t know the roads in Turkey. In Arlington, Lexington, Bedford,
Concord, and surrounding towns, Bobby was responsible for marking the routes many of the bike clubs used.
He painted strategic arrows on the road and also marked dangerous sections of pavement to keep cyclists safe.
In Turkey, there would be no strategic arrows or markers. It was a humbling moment when Bobby asked if he
could follow me on the rides. | was humbled by the trust he placed it me, but more inspired by courage this
trust required.

To say that the passing of Bobby Mac has affected me is an understatement. | miss seeing him on the bike. |
miss his voice. | miss watching Bobby, a blind man, lead others to their goals. | am truly encourage to learn that
plans are being made to honor Bobby Mac in Arlington. I look forward to seeing the memory of Robert
McMurray live on in the hearts of those who knew him, in those who will learn of his life, and in the
community that he loved and supported.

Tom Scotto

A Founder of the Arlington Bicycle Club

A Founder of the Quad Cycles Racing Team
Local Cycling Coach

17 Ashland Street
Arlington, MA 02476




itom: Andl Genser ziviic wocanconla: oo
Sushjcei: Bobby Mac
biate: December 11, 2014 at 4:40 PM

Too e Vsl o

i can't think of somaone more deserving to be immortalized on the Bikeway than Bobby Mac. He always told the story of how as an overweight
guy he saw people riding and then started himsell....years later he bacame a one of a kind trainer and one man inspiration who was
responsible for hundreds, no thousands of peaple getting on bikes, building their courage and stamina and loving to ride. If it were up to ma,
we would name the bikeway after him.

He also supported many different charilies by riding in their events, but even more, by training hundreds of riders to do so. And he did this with
a song in his heart and a smile on his face always, They broke the mold after the world made him and he leaves a huge gaping hole In the

world of cycling in Boston and beyond.

Please find a way to memorialize Bobby on the Minuteman Trall. His story will inspire cyclists for years to comel

Andi Genser, Executive Director
WE CAN

Temporary Locatlon after 124,14

710 Route 28, Harwich Port Ma

Malling Address:

783 Route 28

Harwich Port, MA 02646

508-430-8111
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Froim: Nell Gordon i nrgoidon com
Huhject: Bobby Mac
Dt December 11, 2014 at 3:46 PM

Tor AnkeR 18 gnnai com
Thanks for asking!

When | registered for the next to last New York to Boston AIDS Ride, | hadn’t seriously been on a bike
since | was a kid, and I suspect my longest ever ride at that point was less than 10 miles. As Bobby did
for hundreds of others, he coached me, urged me, cajoled me, and he motivated me,

Perhaps no other individual trained and motivated as many charity riders as Bobby. Perhaps no other
individual is as responsible for the hundreds of thousands of dollars these novice riders raised.

I personally have 13,000 miles on my bike, and have raised tens of thousands of dollars, mostly for AIDS
related charities. But for Bobby, | have my odometer would read three digits instead of five, and dollars

raised would be zero.

Regards, Neil

Neil R. Gordon, President

N.R. Gordon & Company, inc.

87 lvy Street, Brookline, MA 02446
{508) 265-1362

www.liguiditymatters.com




froin: JOHN DIRICO juhnd 166 Zqimay com
subject: Bobby Mac
fiote: December 11, 2014 at 9:06 PM

o0 Anka ardbel i omall com

Bobby Mac Memorial.

When | met Bobby Mac | had been cycling for quite a fow years, But { must say | was very impressed with the passion and determination he
had for cycling, always there helping to train others cyclists to achleve what most people would think it's a daunting task, like riding 100 mile
for a charity ride, Bobby would be there every weekend grinding the miles, encouraging anyone when they were ready to give up, always
offering his advice and expertise whether you were & newbie or a seasoned rider you could always learn something from Bobby, whether
about cycling or life itself, He would always have encouraging words, Over the years Bobby helped and inspired countless number of paople
achieve their cycling goals, always with a smile on his face and love in his heart.

Bobby You're surely missed.

Bobby was a great inspiration to many people that is why | believe he should be remembered, and a memorial on the Minuternan Bikeway
would be appropriate and appreciated,

Thank you

John Di Rico




From: Scott Miley l.otocanorcver sl con

Sublect:
Dt December 12, 2014 at 12:47 AM
Tor Anred e ghaalcons

Most people can be defined in a fairly simple phrase, such as a doclor, actor, athlete and so on. Somehow the term "cyclist, cheerleader, role
model, amateur singer, friend, philosopher and humorist® dossn't really roll of the tongue but that's how many would describe Bobby Mac. He
wasn't alf adjectives to afl people but many people found something that got them on the bike and ride with Bobby. Ask anyone who spent
time with him and the funny or insightful (or both) stories will come. No matter how well, or how long, someone spend time with Bobby, we all
ride with love in our hearts and smiles on our taces.




Dear Arlington Public Memorials Committee,

"tis rather a painful thing to write this letter to voice my support for a memorial monument in
Arlington for my late friend Bobby Mac. it's been over a year since | was last able to ride with him and
not even a year since he passed but | miss him every day. For the past ten years since | moved to
Arlington, Bobby Mac and the Quad Cycles group has been like my family. 1still look for Bobby in the
face of passing cyclists and hear his voice imploring me to “be nice to everybody” whenever a car cuts
me off,

I wasn’t much of a cyclist when | started riding with Bobby. | had a nice enough bike and good
enough fitness but | had no idea how to ride with other people. At the time, | was stuck in a miserable
job and so new to the Arlington area that | was painfully lonely. On my first group ride with Bobby, |
marveled not at how everyone was so fast on their bikes but at the easy camaraderie of how well
everyone got along. The people who rode with Bobby were a diverse bunch, insanely diverse, but
together they became a cohesive group on bikes. That’s one of the things that always left me in awe
about Bobby Mac: how he not only got along with everyone but could unite people into something
bigger than the sum of their parts. Through singing songs, riding bikes, and sitting at Starbucks _
*forever* telling stories, Bobby crafted a group of bike riders into a group of people that united not just
for bike rides on the weekends but for movie outings, charity rides and more.

Out of the people | met through Bobby’s weekend rides, many have become my lifelong friends.
Bobby created a sense of community on the Quad ride, a sense that you should care about mentoring
the new riders as well as hanging out with your old friends. Bobby was always there for everyone who
needed him from the aspiring charity rider to the “fast guys.” Whether you needed some water, some
food, or just encouragement, Bobby was there for you. And If you needed nothing at ali, well, Bobby
enjoyed just riding...often while singing at the top of his lungs.

Among the countless Bobby sayings, one of his most powerful was “There is no sin greater than
apathy.” He felt it important to give back to the community, both Arlington and the greater cycling
comimunity, and his dedication to charity rides was relentless, | think nearly anyone who has done a
charity ride in New England has seen or heard of the Legendary Bobby Mac. He was there to support
causes that ranged from getting kids bicycles, to cancer, to AIDS. The amount of money Bobby raised
for charity was astounding as was his dedication to getting all those new riders and returning regulars on
his weekend rides to give something back. | don’t know that | ever would have done a charity ride if not
for Bobby; 1 don’t know that I would have prioritized in my life the importance of giving back.

Just yesterday, | opened my email to see the invite to the annual Ciclismo Classico fingle Ride
and there was Bobby Mac in the crowd of riders in the advertisement, happily beaming at the camera
with reindeer horns strapped to his helmet. That was Bobby: he was everywhere. Every charity ride he
could do, every weekend ride that the weather didn’t wash out the roads themselves, Bobby was there.
Even when his eyesight failed and he needed someone to ride in front of him as a guide, Bobby let
nothing stop him from doing what he loved and bettering the world one bike ride at a time. He was a
remarkable man, one who made a difference in my life by showing me just how strong | could be if | was




willing to do the work, one who showed me that family could be a community of people who came
together to do something they loved.

| regret that more people won't get to know Bobby and hear his stories or experience his
relentless optimism. [ deeply hope that you committee members will see fit to dedicate a memorial to

Bobby so that those who see it might have a glimpse into this remarkable man who changed so many
lives.

“Ride with love in your hearts and a smile on your face,” Bobby would always say at the
beginning of the ride. It's a good way to live your life as well.

Kate Leppanen
Arlington, MA
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To whom It may concern,

Thete are few people In my life who have made as profound an Impact on me as Bobby Mac. Not only has he changed my fife, but he has
helped me to change the tives of many others.

in college | had a scare, For a brief perlod of time, it seemed as if | might have been Hiv+.,
i 1995, while it seemed as it HIV/AIDS was much more prominent in the media than it is today, there was still a stigma attached to getting
tested. Not warting to go to the campus health center, 1 found a public clinlc that administered the tests and had it done.

In those days, you could call and get your resuils over the phone. When | did, the receptionist asked me to hold, and put the phone down on
the desk while she went to fetch my records.

Afew moments later, | clearly heard her say, “Oh, shit.”

I blacked out, and fell over backwards onto my bad, The soft impact brought me back to consciousness. They had lost my results and | had to
return to have the test done a second time.

Heel like | know what it is like when someone first learns that they are HIV+. During the two weeks 1| had to wait for the second set of test
results, | sat with my montality, trying to imagine how my Iife would change if the results came back positive, | was lucky. The results were
negative, and it was still another six months before an additional test could conclusively prove it.

Fot me, it was a scare, but for others, it Is just the beginning. Had things been different, someofie sise might be doing charity rides In memory
of me.

When 1 first saw an ad for the Northeast AIDSRide in & local Boston paper In 2001, it reminded me of my own HIV/AIDS experience and my
now dormant love of biking. | decided to do it. | was out of shape. | didn't have the right gear. 1 really had no idea what 1 was getting myself

into.

Luckily, t stumbled on Bobby Mac’s training rides. Bobby did more than just teach the mechanics of riding. He taught us the rules of the road,
how to be safe and respactiul, and most importantly, how much we were doing to help others in need. Bobby bullt a community around charity
riding and helped hundreds of peaple train and raise countiess thousands of dollars for AIDS and other charities.

[ ¢can think of no one more déserving of a monument in Arfington to commemorate his selfless sacrifice and continue to insplire others to give
to the world as he did.

Jeremy Krisgef
42 Grafton St. #2
Atlington, MA 02474
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I'met Bobby Mac originally while working for the Mass Red Ribbon Ride for the AIDS Action Committee back in 2003. 1
lived close by Quad, and he convinced me to go on group rides with them. Bobby used to warm my heart with his
bluesy tunes he used to belt out as we would start riding and amuse me with stories of cooking for the MIT Frat boys
and his amazing cooking. Bobby had a profound influence on many people's lives and could make just about anyone
smile. He s forever in our hearts and missed. | am glad he came into my lite, and know he will live on forever in our

hearts.

Jen Perrin
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' Anke Schafer cnkeD 11w amvicom

To whom it may concern:

I'am the owner of Quad Cycles, and Fve had my shop in Arlington since 2000. I'm writing to support Anke Schafer's efforts to put a memorial
to Robert "Bobby Mac” McMurray on the Minuteman Bikeway,

The Bikeway is one of the most popular cycling paths in the country; over 2 million psople use the path every year. Babby Mac was more than
just another rider on the path: he was the organizer of group rides leaving from our shop every Saturday and Sunday. Our rides became
famous for being the perfect environment for new eyclists to develop their skills, build their fithess, and learn how to prepare for charlty rides
they'd signed up for as, perhaps, the first thing they'd done on a bicycle since childhood - or ever.

Bobby made those sides perfect. He kept the pace moving - but never too fast that we'd lose everyone. He made sure that no matter how hard
it was for you, you'd know where the route was taking you, and he'd be chesring you on the whole way. He had his own story of near self-
destruction, and coming back to life through cycling, and ha wanted others to have their own rebirths through the sport as well. f wanted to pay
him for #, but he always refused. For him, it would have cheapened something sacred.

There are thousands of riders who'va learnad, directiy or indiractly, how to ride like Bobby: with love in their hearts and smiles on their faces,
And for the milllons of riders out there on the Minuteman Bikeway who never got to meet him, | want them to have a memarial so that they can
know what he meant 1o us, and so that more riders learn from Bobby what cycling - and moving through life's challenges - should be.

Rustem Gode
Owner, Quad Cycles
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Hey,
Here goes;

in 1999 | moved with my eleven-ysar-old daughter to my family home in Lexington from L.A. where | had lost my wife to cancer. | was not in
the best of shape, emotionally or phisically, and facing the prospect of moving back in with my parents after twenty years on my own was not
the greatest of prospects either. In the midst of all this, | was was In the process of changing careers.

| decided that | could improve both my mental and physical state by rekindiing my enthusiasm for cycling which had served me well in my
youth. | happened in to Quad Cycles in Ariington to upgrade my old bike, and it was there that | met Rustem Géde, the proprietor, and Robert
MacMurray (Bobby Mac). Thus began my journey from novice/recreational cyclist to ride leader/fracer.

| began joining the weekend group rides from the store with Bobby Mac, and wa soon became good friends. Over the course of a few years, |
rode thousands of miles with Bobby and my new friends in the fiedgling Arington Bicycle Club and Quad Cycles Racing Team. Bobby
encouraged me to particlpate in my first charily bike ride, ralsing money to combat HIV/AIDS. Bobby had overcome some serious obstacles in
his life threugh cycling, and wanted to share what he had learned with others by leading fides to train people for charity rides, or just to
improve skills while having fun with others. We did many charlty rides to raise funds for and awareness of not only HIV/AIDS, but also cystic
fibrosis, multiple sclerosis, cancer and more. Bobby over the years bacame a fixture at the Guad Cycles bike shop, and as his job as a cook
for a fraternlty at MIT gave him summers off, during those months if he was not on the bicycle, he was in the shop, helping out in any way he

could.

Even before | met Bobby, he had baen diagnosed with macuiar degeneration. That did not deter him in the least. He got sport glasses with
colored lenses that helped his fading vision on rides. His vision deficiency precluded his having a driver's licenss, but he was one of the safest
riders | have known, having had in the more than twelve years | knaw him, only a few minor scrapes.

Bobby was one of my closest and most trusted friends, and a truly exemplary person whose enthusiasm for life and cycling was contagious.
He touched so many souls in a positive way, becama known thraughout the New England cycling community, and left a mark that won't fade
any time soon. | consider it a great privitege to have had him call me his friend. He never stopped offering up wisdom and positive
reinforcement, even as he lay dying from the pancreatic cancer that snatched him away from us far too soon.

A marker along the Minute Man Bikeway on which he became a ublquitous feature, frequently greeting or giving advice to friends and
strangers alike seems a fitting tribute to my friend, and a reminder to those who see it of the legacy he Isft us with.

Sent o a Samsung Galaxy S&4




December 12th, 2014
Dear Arlington Public Memorials Committee,

I'm writing to express my support for a public memorial to Bobby Mac on the Arlington bike path.
Bobby took a handful of seemingly ordinary efements-—-a bicycle, a bike path, an outgoing
personalily, a cheerful disposition, a goofy sense of humor, and a commitment to thinking the
best of everyone--and accomplished something extraordinary with them.

You've probably heard by now how Bobby brought himself back from the brink of death by riding
back and forth on the bike path, sometimes up to 100 mites. Having experienced the good
health effects of riding a bike, the general pleasure of being on a bike, and the camaraderie of
doing it with others, Bobby dedicated his life to bringing others into the same experience.

In his hosting of Quad Cycles’ weekend rides, Bobby welcomed everyone who came along, no
matter what shape they or their bikes were in, making them feel like they belonged, and leading
them to believe that they could accomplish what they never had before. Bobby used gentle but
dogged, relentlessly positive encouragement to very successfully do what I've seen no one else
do: coax hundreds of people toward regular exercise and good health.

Bobby didn’t only get people to exercise; he led them to have fun themselves and to make the
world a better place while doing it. Bobby personally raised many thousands of dollars for
countless different causes, most especially curing AlDs and cystic fibrosis. He also recruited
dozens of people every year to do the same.

Bobby also used his bike rides to be an ambassador for goodwill and civility. On his daily trips
up and down the bike path, Bobby was kind and attentive fo the people with whom he shared
the path, with a wave and a friendly greeting for most everyone he passed. And he inspired that
kindness, friendliness, and attention to the common good in the dozens of people with whom he
rode and in a great many of the people he merely passed, starting every ride with the rallying
cry, ‘Be nice to everyone, and ride with smiles on your faces and love in your hearts.’ '
Bobby brought out the best in the people with whom he interacted, and he spread joy, good
heatth, and good will wherever he went. | could not imagine a better way to celebrate Bobby’s
life than with a memorial to him on the bike path.

Thank you for your consideration,

Brian Acker Housman




From: ikmalo@earthlink net
Subject: Bobby
Date: December 13, 2014 at 1:44 PM
Ta: anke211 @gmail.com

To Whom it May Concern:

This is a hard letter to write. I'm still grieving Bobby Mac, and encapsulating his gifts into a few sentences is
an almost impossible task. But Bobby has done so much for the Cycling community and the town of Arlington
in general that | felt strongly about urging you to allow us to place a memorial for him along the bike path.
This would be the perfect tribute.

Bobby led by example. Long before | met him, when | moved to Arlington, | bought a bike and would ride up
and down the path. But | hesitated to attempt anything more serious because the hard-core cyclists, with
their Spandex and bike shoes and ultra-fit physiques, were so intimidating. The first time | met Bobby, when |
finally decided to try a weekend Quad Ride, he introduced himself with, "I'm Bobby Mac and ! used to weigh
three hundred pounds!” He made me feel like anything was possible, and | know he had the same effect on
the the hundreds of new riders who came out to train for their first charity ride or just to try to get in shape.
His message became all the more powerful when | discovered that he was fegally blind. He was no natural
athlete, and having overcome so much himself, he could take people who had never been fit, people
recovering from iliness or surgery, people who had never had reason to believe in themselves, and eventually
coax them through the sixty-two mile group ride and into a 100-mile charity ride. .| miss his presence on the
road--his coaching, his singing, his pep talks. He told me once that sometimes the ride changed people's
lives. It certainly changed mine, and | suspect that for countless others as well as myself, he was the actual
agent of change.

When | met Bobby } was tentative and reserved, a work-a-colic unaccustomed to exercising outside of the
gym. Bobby pushed and coaxed, urging me to ride with the "fast kids," convincing me to race, training me for
my own first big charity ride, extolling my virtues to the group and ultimately whispering in my ear about how
to be a good leader. Within a year | was one of his "road captains,” leading groups of riders and happily
spending each weekend on the bike. | found confidence and real joy on Bobby's ride; it made me more able
to tackle challenges both on and off the road. | know other people learned similar lessons from Bobby Mac.

Bobby did so much for the town, and he himself learned to ride on the bike path, sometimes doing enough
laps on it to total 100 miles. A memorial there would be such a fitting way to honor a man who did so much to
teach people to honor themselves. ' ; : o

Sincerely,
Jennifer Zeuli
25 Warren St., Arlington




Fromm:
Subject:
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To:

Michael Burstin mikeh@cs.brandeis.edu
Bobby letter

Dacember 13, 2014 at 4:48 PM

Ankedi @amail.com

Anke, hopefully I'm not foo late!

i 'can't think of anyone who has been more influential in my cycl
& century without the leadership and knowledge Bobby shared,

ing skills and enthusiasm than Bobby Mac. [ never could have imagined doing
I spent nearly 1o years riding along with Bobby Mac and the Quadies and

can't think of anyone with a more contaglous enthusiasm for fiding than Bobby. Throughout the years he was a fixture on the Minute Man Bike
Path and bayond, recruiting new riders for various charity rides, A marker along the path would be very fitting for such an influential cyclist.
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good luckl

Jeffrey K. Ichikawa, Ph.D.

it gl

BRr

Decernber 12, 2014

Fmoved to Boston in the Fall of 2000 Lo begin my post-doctoral feitowship at Harvard
Medical School. Being now to the area, | was ansious 1o find new social groups, As an
avid cychist already with several charity fundraising rides under my belt, [ had heard
about the Rortheast AIDS ride, fram New York to Boston, and registered to rlde the
event in 2001, Through colleagues at Harvard Medical School, t had heard about the
Arlington Bicycle Ciub and was told that | had to meet the ‘tegendary’ Bobby Mac {also o
rider in the event). { quickly learned that Bobly Mac {aka Robert McMiurray) was so
much more than just an orgamzer and leader; he was a mentor, motivator and Buru all
in one, Every year, as the season began, new members would show up for their first ride
it several years wath an old mountain bike that had sat idle In the garage or basement
wearing running shorts and sneakers. No matter how slow or wobbly they would be,
Babby would always motivate by telling hus own story of being on a similar old bike,
marbidly obese and barely being able to ride to the end of the Minutemian bikeway,
Bobby would without a doubt wait for these new riders to catch up, giving positive
feedback and tips to help keep them golng. | have watched countless numbers of these
riders transform into seasoned cyclists, completing century {100 mile) rides and multj-
day charity rides, such ag the Pan Mass Chalienge. Through the Arfington Bicycle Club,
Bobby Mac brought together poople from alf across the Boston-Cambridae area and all
walks of life. He has inspired countiess cyclists (both new and seasoned] to joln one of
the many charity rides in the New England Area. | alsa met my wife on the Bobby Mac
ride, which she had heard was a good training group for the Pan Mass Chailenge and
that Bobby was a great mentor for this training,

On a personal note, Bobby Mac becamio my friend and inspiration whenever facing fife's
struggles and to always find the positive in a negative stuation. {learned on that first
Northeast AIDS ride that Bobby had macular deganeration, which was starting 1o affect
his vision. Bobby always found a way Lo stay on s bike more of less ail year round,
even bas his vision declined over the years.

Bobby Mac and the Ardington Bieycle Club became so much more to me than justa
sacial group and reaily became a famity for me. |also believe that the hMeauteman
Bikevray was his home, which he knew like the back of his hand. It represented his
freedom and was usually where he would cateh i withy old riends, while rolling the
ride out for the day and winding down Trot a lang doy on the bike.

[ully support the Bobby Mac memoriad and cannot think of 2 more fittinig focation. |
have no doubt Bis spirit lives an along the Minuteman Bikeway,

Smcerehy,
. i
l{} I‘J} “ \:"v - t.&'fl’u < E

Jeffrey Ko tchikawa PH.D.




Good day!

At our country store in Carlisle center, we get hundreds of bicyclists stopping by every weekend.
Hundreds. Most are courteous and nice enough. But then there was Bobby Mac. Gregarious
beyond comparison. Upbeat beyond the sun shining in the sky. Friendly as the day is long.
Bobby Mac had a way with people. On each and every ride he led, he motivated when his
Jellow bikers were questioning their resolve. He'd tell stories that held meaningful lessons.

He’d easily move from a soft conversation to a loud raucous song. But most importantly, he
represented the cycling community as a sterling example of how you should behave as a cyclist.

He taught the rules of the road to hundreds and hundreds of ‘newbies’ and his teachings
created safer understandings on the road. Then there were the days when he’d travel out with a
good friend on a slow, casual ride. The two of them would sit on the bench on our porch and
Just enjoy the day and their firiendship. Bobby Mac was a good person. Our store is a different
place without him stopping by. We miss him. We firmly believe that having a plague dedicated
10 him on the Minuteman Bikeway would be a Sitting tribute to a man who did more for the
cycling community than anyone else we know, Without question, so, so many would pass it and
cause them to remember his parting send off as they 'd move on “Ride with love in your hearts
and smiles on your faces.”

Larry & Robin Bearfield

Co-Proprietors
Ferns Country Store




To the Arlington Selectmen,
From Joy Ahearn, 37 Benjamin Road, Arlington MA 02476 (resident since 1992)

Subject: Bobby Mac’s influence

| hope to express the undeniably great and unique influence for the good that Bobby Mac had
on my life, and from what I've withessed, on the lives of EVERYONE he touched.

Meeting Bobby Mac. It was the spring of 2003 that | first walked into Quad Cycles on Mass.
Ave, in Arlington Heights, the bike shop just a few blocks from my home. | was hoping to get a
tune up because | had recovered from bunion surgery and quit my full-time job, and was ready
to start cycling in earnest again. {! had ridden with the Charles River Wheelmen from 1992-
2002.} The shop owner Rustem Gode greeted me warmly, looked at my bike, said I had a
beautiful frame, but that | needed “new stuff”. A minute later, another guy (Bobby) greeted me
with exuberance and said, “Do you know the Bobby Mac story?!” | said no, and then Bobby
Mac proceeded to tell me how he had been vastly overweight, in trouble with his health, and
decided to just start riding on the Minuteman bike path, up and down, up and down, and the
pounds came off. He decided he wanted to share his new found love of health-through-cycling,
and teamed up with Rustem to be the bike shop’s “ride master” and trainer of people for
charity rides.

| couldn’t quite figure out from where this EXTRA measure of exuberance came, that emanated
from this man, but | was enticed to join himon a ride. So | showed up fora Saturday morning
ride with Bobby and a handful of others, We had a great time, and | became a regular. It was
nice to just ride my bike from my house to the ride start {with the Wheelmen, | always had to
put my bike in the car and drive miles to the start).

When | rolled up on my bike at Quad, Bobby would always greet me with the warmest of
greetings, as if his day just got a LOT better because | showed up. Midway through the rides,
we'd stop in Carlisle for coffee and an energy snack, and Bobby would either listen raptly to
someone’s story, or fill any silence by regaling us with his stories, usually of feeding his 60 guys
in the fraternity where he was the cook. He always made sure we stayed together, that no one
got left behind or left out. Like a shepherd.

I'had never ridden through the winter before — always holed up inside and rode my rollers, But
Bobby showed me how to buy the best winter gear, and we kept riding outside whenever
possible, always warmed by his good cheer. He had the spirit of Christmas all winter long.

The Encourager. Bobby was often in training mode, telling people who were new and not very
fast that they could do it, they COULD train for this charity ride. He would coach them on their
pedal stroke, and praise them for climbing every hill. One of my favorite moments of riding was
cresting a hill with Bobby on my wheel and hearing him say, “Good work.” He turned all of
regulars into his training partners for the “Newbies,” as he would calf them. We were a team of
shepherds under Bobby’s charisma.




Nobody quite like Bobby Mac. When Bobby began to lose his sight from macular
degeneration, he told us the news gently and only infrequently gave us updates. He started
riding behind us and using us to help guide him on the road. He liked it when | wore bright
socks, so I'd do that just for him. He NEVER compiained ahout his loss of sight. He'd joke about
going to “blind school,” and about the cool audio machines he got to listen to books on CD. We
all were sad and worried for him, but he never gave Us cause to be sad in his presence! | have
never in my life met anyone so uniquely inspiring and truly loving as Bobby Mac.




CONNECTIONS

The lasting legacy of biking guru
Bobby Mac

He picked up cycling in his 50s, rode through eyesight loss,
and kept scores of ug mnspired.

GRACIA LAM

By Cara Feinberg; AvucUsT 10, 2014

In the last 20 years of his life, Bobby Mac rode his bike nearly every day of summer
and most days in winter, though he could see little more than a blur of colors, Early-
onset macular degeneration had stolen most of his central vision and continued to
claim pieces daily. No one could understand quite how he managed it. But we knew
there was no telling him otherwise; Bobby was riding that bike.




Bobby Mac was actually Robert McMurray, the least likely bike guru there was. He
began biking in his 50s after a doctor read him the riot act. At 300 pounds, he was “a
gawnah,” he’d say in his thick North Shore accent — the famous first words of his “Fat
Bobby” story. When a bike path was built through Arlington, Bobby had started riding
an old knobby-tired bike back and forth, and kept at it as he met people to ride with.
“I'm telling you, anyone can do this . . .” It was a story that got hundreds of people off
the couch over the years, one that got me riding, too.

CONTINUE READING BELOW ¥

In the late "90s, T heard Bobby speak at an information session for the Boston-to-New
York AIDS ride. Over the years, he rode in dozens of charity rides like this one and
inspired scores of people to do the same. He made his recruits feel as if they’d walked
into the right place. Whoever you were, you had just what this team needed.

The thing is, it wasn’t generic. Once you joined the team, Bobby got to know you.
People became the “Amazing” so-and-so or the “World-Renowned” whoever-you-
were. For me, I became “The Lovely Cara.” Which got shortened to LC, which
eventually just became the name Elsie. And that’s what he called me for 15 years.

I rode two charity rides with him and trained with him for several summers, but,
really, that’s only half the story. What began as a mentorship eventually became a
treasured friendship — despite a three-decade age difference. Over the years, I heard
many tales from The Great Bobby Mac, the leader who buoyed riders with bawdy jokes
and well-timed songs to power up hills. But eventually I heard some of the more
private Robert McMurray stories — the terror of losing his eyesight among them. A few
years ago, when I made a short film about blind woodworkers — who’d lost their sight
and then learned to use hammers and power saws — Bobby sat in the front row for the
screening at a Boston film festival. The next day he e-mailed me: “Your film changes
everything. If they can do that, I can do this. You have no idea.”

We had frank discussions after that about what it would be like to lose your sight —
and I had the chance to reflect back what he’d given me. My response could have been
written by anyone who knew him: “Bobby, you changed everything for me. If you can
do that, I can do this. You have no idea.”




I'think we all feared Bobby’s near-blind riding would kill him . . . the road littered with
unseen hazards. Instead, it was pancreatic cancer that stole him swiftly this past
March. Before he died, I decided that this summer I'd bike one of his favorite charity
rides along the coast of Maine. Only my real life took over and I never managed to

train for it.

So instead of riding in the July event, I became a volunteer — wearing a T-shirt with
his picture on it and handing out orange slices and water at one of the ride’s pit stops.
It wasn’t the way I planned to honor him. But with Bobby, whatever you were good at,
whatever your gift was, you had something to offer. That was his real talent: getting
people to come as they were, yet to see themselves as they could be,

Cara Feinberg is a freelance writer for print and documentary television. Send

comments to connections@qglobe.com.

TELL YOUR STORY. E-mail your 650-word essay on a relationship to
connections@globe.com. Please note: We do not respond to submissions we won’t

bursue,

SHOW 1 COMMENT

© 2014 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LL.C
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Honoring Bobby Mac
- Local rider has | 3
- served as an

- Bobby Mac found his calling, and eventually.
~aband of faithful followers, by performing anact .
“of self-preservation: He rode a bike, - o

It was 15 years ago, and Robert McMurray ~— )
called Bobby Mac by everyone — weighed 300
pounds. His doctors told him to drop his waist-
Iine for the sake of his health, so the Arlington res-
ident picked up a 10-speed and began peddling: - «
He traveled from Arlington Center fo Lexington
Center pedaling a little more than three miles,

When Bobby Mac arrived in Lexington, “I just
Sat under a tree — I was just completely out of it,”
he said. )

Butherepeated the trek, and gradually increased
his distance, Eventually, the weight came off. *

“I like to say there’s an ounce of me up and Y =
down Massachusetts Avenue,” he said last week . _ R ;. Courtesy photo
with a chuckle, Arlingtonian Bobby Mac, front, who has inspired many bicy-

Bobby Mac, Page 23 clists, will be honored during The Tour De Mac on Saturday; -
. ‘ .

e
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Cycllsts honorm

‘Bobby Mae, from Page 1

. .The 57-yearold is now lean

‘and toned, with gray hair and
_“smile linés the only indicator of

. hisage Heiss satisfied with life, -
with bounding steps and axioms

~on how to approach your days,
part::cularly 1f it starts orends’

, MIT,
wh1ch Ieaves tlme m the after:
noons Weekends and ¢ summer
fOl‘hlS passion, Over the past 1
years, he has been Ieadmg' reg
B 'tmmmg sessons and group Tides

of roe riding
‘ rthe Quad Cycles bike

i1 ‘3 ,tra.nung ndes at Quad'
Cycles mdmdual sessions and
his mvotvement inlocal events,”

saJdJackJohnson chamnan of i

the Arhngton B;c cle Comrmt-
tee e -

'I’hose W ho rde mth Bobby
’ﬁac dot ups on cycling, couched
in praise, enthusiasm ; and Optl-
— Aot

mism — and allforﬁee “Iwould
never, ever charge for this,” he

. 8aid, adding it is 2 way to give

back for the b1 cycle Savmg my
: llfe.

urday, those he has he elpe

have orgamzed the “Tour D
Iac -the same 5-1-nule loo

vri}] gn'e us all an oppo mxmty
gn ea Ilttle somethmg back

A commumty has formed e
ar_mmd Bobby Mac, and on Sat- -

THE ARLINGTON ADVOCATE

our hearts and snules on our
faces -
“There’s Just such a gen—

erosity of spirit with him — its
- contagious,” Schafer said. -
“He’sbeen very msplra!nonal -
to so: -many people,” added -
.. Rustem Gode owner. of Quad
- giveback, Hisriders and friends -

~Cycles. :
What is even more mspmng,

Mac s legally blind, Macular Do.

: fonns
- Yethe’ dlsplays a debenmna

the roads

I can still see the big plcture
hes_al “Tts like life-—

iding for a cause A

ch - days of cyeling, he has chan

I believe everyone can do it.”
“One of his favorite maxamsr'
is: “You can go fast, you can g0

Iong, but you can't go fast for
- long. You have to go at your_own
pace” \’L e ;

- He also starts evelynde Wlfh. o
“We" 1e golng to nde wﬂ:h love in "

et e CFEE

: pomt-'-.' 1
li '_le Center ‘at Ferns 08

. i"""Ihavewabched peo ans— _
- form because” they have anex- -
-ercise outlet,” -Bobby. Mac said. "

H:s ﬁrst chanty nde was 12

“Pomtwe Peddlers” — HIVpos—

itive Individuals who were rid- .
- 1ng~—-leﬂ; d particularly polgnant
lmpressmn onhim. -

“Here were these Vlbrant

‘that motivated me like you'l

lenever beheve n he sadd. -

Bobby. Mac is a well-known

ﬁgure w1thm the Mass Red Rlb-

eneranon has slowly reducing -
‘his eyesight to the point where .
he only sees general shapes and -

onnot o let that keep him
e potholes sneak up,j but:

I get to, ,lmowl’llbeable toham’,;;
U elt” :
: Bobhy Mac's influence has

spread beyond the streets of Ar- -
lington, Beginning in his early -

bon Ride, a two-day charity
‘event that benefits eight AIDS 2

organizations in the state,
“He hasbeen amajor mover
-and shaker with our ride since

it started,” said Andi Genser, .
manager of the Mass Red Rib-

-bon Ride. She said it is volun: .
. -teerslike Bobby Mac who * are ;-
“‘really the driving force behmd S
is friends said, is that Bobby . :

theevent” E

g one o

- me ome b

Quad Cycleshasits ownneam""* '

that Darticipates in the ride;.
which Iast year included | Schafer ‘
and Gode. Gode's wife, Tulin Ay, -

who had never ndden before,
Joined Bobby Mac on a 2001

“AIDS ride that ran 375 miles, .
i “Whenever T was ndmg, he =
was sihging belund me,” she : -
" sald. “Andﬂlatlswhatlneeded.”.j;,‘
: Chanty riders, in fact, make -

up alarge portion of the riders

‘~who join Bobby Mac on his
* weekend treks; whether it is for _
the Red Rlbbon Ride of the Pan- -
 Massachusetts Challenge,
: “Hé’s devoted his life basi- i
S callyandltdoam't_]uststopm&x
d - the weekend ride,” Schafer said.
" BobbyMacsald “Therels aride
uE - every smgle weekend for some-
;E-yeaxs ago, whenheparincnpated :
~In-aride for AIDS ; awareness
to.. stretchmg from New York Clty !
L to Boston, He recalled being -
amazed at the selflesshess rid- -
-ers exhibited. A group called-

thing.”

Schafer remembered ‘when
she first showed up at Quad Cy-
cles Iast April in gym shorts on
an old mountain bike, unfamil-

Z-:wrmmmerulesofﬂlemadand

doubtful she could ever com-
plete an extenswe cycling route. .

“Under. BobbyMacs tutelage, " -
e she was able to complete her
- first charity ride in August: the
.ahvepeoplebﬂmgmﬂlHIVand ;

175m11e Mass Red Ribbon Rxde
with the Quad Cycles team.” .
" "He beheved in me when I
didn’t believe'in ‘myself,” she

said, “The daylﬁmshed the nde
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[ their own

ust tookasteD back — I could— Mass. Ave., between 8:15 and
tbelieve itand I attributeitall 845 g.m. tode;pcm: at 2 a.m.
Bobby.” -/ Adonation of $30zsreqawsted
Schafer, who said she sees Jor participation in the ride
ore such rides in her future and lunch, with amounts dfter
lded wiﬂla s “I'went fro gggmes dona,tea‘, 0 a charity

L .lWUll.lrLlUl.ll P Trvirgv
newbzeto achanty rider to be of Bobby Mac's chowe To.reg-
:ckoned with.” - dster and learn more, visit:

The Tour De Mac is on Sat— C W, bobbymac ory- More in-
rday, June 17 with registra- . fmmmtwn on theMassRede-
on open to the public. Riders”- ‘bon Ride éan be fomzd at
il meet ol Quad Cycles, 1 846 www. wmssredmbbonnde o1 g
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. MAN AT THE WHEEL: Never mind
that Bobhy Mac is legally blind and
slowly loging his sightto macular
degeneration — the Arlington man is
the volunteer trainer behind hun-
dreds of novice eycelists who have
Joined charity bike rides overthe
years, seeking Mac’s expertise hefore
attempting to ride hundreds of miles,
On Saturday, Mac proteges are
planning a special ride in his honor
called “Tour de Mac,” beginning at
Quad Cyeles in Arlington Heights,
Mace started riding when he weighed

300 pounds and was physically out of )

shape, Many of Mac’s trainees are
preparing toride in the Mass Red
Ribbon Ride, a two-day, 175-mile ride
that benefits eight ATDS organiza-
tionsin Massachusetts on Aug, 12

.and 13, The Tonr de Mac will be a

willhonor Arlington’s Bobby Mac,

People
D1awa Browy

K
. i ©JUSTINIDE
bicycle trainer extraor inaire, .

support, since he has been a longtime
patient at Children’s Hospital in
Bosten for cerebral palsy. The Wad-
dills will attend o dinner at the Smith-
sonian National Zoological Park
along with pediatrie doctors, re-
searchers, and hospital staff, The
group will also meet with the New
England congressional delegation for
birealdfast as well as do some sight-
seeing,

+*THREE DAYS IN SERVICE: Con-
cord’s Ryan Bagley was one of 20
Boston College High students who
spent three days doing community
service projeets in and around Bostan
as part of the private Catholic high
school’s “Arrupe Challenge” On the
first day, the stindents attended Mass
atSt. James Parish in Chiviataiar amd
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"TOUR DE MAC”

VI sl by

On Saturday June 17, QuadCycles host-
ed the “Tour de Mac” ~ a ride and party to
honor our renowned endurance trainer,
motivator and mentor, Robert MacMurray,
a.k.a. Bobby Mac. The event was the culmi-
nation of the combined efforts of many
enthusiastic volunteers and sponsors who
pitched in to bring the brainchild of

Arlington Bicycle Club member and friend .

of Bobby, Anke Schafer to fruition,

Anke joined ABC last year to train for
the Mass Red Ribbon Ride (“MR3” — which
benefits HIV/AIDS treatment and
eduCation programs in Massachusetts), a
daunting task for 2 novice rider contemplat-
ing 175 hilly miles in two days. Under the
tutelage of Bobby Mac, Anke purchased a
rew bike from QuadCycles, and participated

N T B R

IS By John Hirde
in most of our clyb’s weekend training rides,
in a short time showing she had “the stuff”
to do the MRS like a veteran, Like many of
us who have done the ride, she signed up to
do it again this year, As our training got
under way in the spring, Anke proposed the
idea of having the club do something to give
back to Bobby a little of what he has done
for so many. The plan for the benefit ride
was hatched, tasks were delegated and the
wheels began turning,

Rustem offered his home for the post-
ride party, Red Bones Barbecue offered food
for 50, and Ferr's Country Store in Carlisle
would provide free snacks and beverages at
our lunch stop. Articles were published in
the Boston Globe and Arlington AdvoCate as
well as on line through the Mass Bike

newsletter about the coming Tour de Mac
and Bobby. ABC mernber Tony Holowitz
purchased the domain name www.bobby-
mac.org, created and hosted the site pro-
moting the ride and providing the means for
on-line registration/donations, Scott Miley,
John D and Elizabeth Blevins videotaped
and edited interviews with many of vs who
had Bobby stories to tej), Jenn Kay
Goodman collected “Bobby-isms” and
incorporated them into tee shirts that she
“ironed-on” herself. Yours truly, Johnny H,
spray painted route-markings and warnings
on the potholes. Fitness First Gym offered
the use of showers and locker roomms after
the ride.
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Honoring Bobby Mac

FengTrgeg ; 25,

By Jennifer Mann
Posted Jun. 15, 2006 @ 12:01 am
Updated Jun 15, 2006 at 3:00 PM

Arlington

Bobby Mac found his calling, and eventually a band of faithfy] followers, by performing an act of
self-preservation: He rode a bike.

It was 15 years ago, and Robert McMurray - called Bobby Mac by averyone - weighed 300 pounds,
His doctors told him to drop his waistline for the sake of his health, so the Arlington resident picked
Up a 10-speed and began peddling: He traveled from Arlington Center to Lexington Center pedaling

a little more than three miles, Ca rewe”

When Bobby Mac arrived in Lexington, "I just sat under a tree - T was just completely out of it," he URGENT CARFE
sald.
But he repeated the trek, and gradualiy increased hic distance. Eventually, the welght came off. Opi?l]

Sam to Spm,
“I like to say there's an ounce of me up and down Massachusaetts Avenue," he said last week with a ? days a W(?L‘k
chuckle, for your

convenience,
The 57-year-old is now lean and toned, with gray hair and smile lines the only indicator of his age.
He is satisfied with life, with bounding steps and axioms on how to approach your days, particularty
If it starts or ends on a bike.

"I just can't imagine life without belng on a bicycle," he said,

Bobby Mac werks as a "house mother" and cook at the Alpha Delta Phi fraternity at MIT, which
leaves time in the afternoons, weekends and summer for his passlon. Over the past 10 years, he
has been teading free training sessions and group rides to share the joy of cycling with others,

Bloombery
His goal, he sald, is "to take the mystigue out of road riding ."

down on Mass. Ave.

"Bobby has touched hundreds of locaf cyclists through weekly training rides at Quad Cycles,
individuai sessions and his involvement in Jocal events,” said Jack Johnsen, chairman of the
Arlington Bicycle Committee.

Those who ride with Bobby Mac get tips on cycling, couched in praise, enthusiasm and optimism - More videos;
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Bobby Mac passed away on March 23, 2014, from pancreatic cancer -- less than a month
after he was diagnosed. His given name was Robert McMurray, but nobody called him that —
he was always Bobby Mac.

Bobby was legally blind and couldn't pass the vision test to drive a car. But that didn't stop

him from riding a bike and leading popular training rides from Quad Cycles out of Arlington,
although it wasn' always easy. He often nesded to (ide_behind another cyclist to navigate

that he couldn't see in the road. Last tall, his vision declined even more, and he was mostly
confined to riding in back of a tandem with his best cycling buddy, Johnny H. Those were the
toughest rides he ever did, Bobby said. On hig bike, Bobby Mac was a natural leader, so
pedaling and batancing in back of a tandem was not his style.

Bobby Mac was one of those larger-than-life people, and he was always so relentlessly
irrepressible that it's hard to believe that something like cancer could ever kil him. A natural g
bike advocate, he would start off by telling his story of how the Minuteman Bikeway saved his &
fife. He went from overweight 300 pounds and unable to ride much more than a mile on the

bike path fo doing long-distance chatity rides and sharing the joy of bicycling with everyone he

annsuintarad Mina Aviinatan friond ranallad that RAbhis wae o "Hanaraiie and triandlv man




T ————————

Search .

K ARLINGTON

HOME NEWS BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT

HEWS How

Celebrating Jarce Satiak-Mott, Addington kendergarten teacher for 42 years

 AdChices " -

Aot

: éﬁg? HEALTH PatS
R

2 CONNLCTOR

LIFESTYLE OPINION OBITS CLASSIFIEDS JOBS CARS HOMES

Aringlon First Pargh's Harvest Moon Fair napp

Arlington cyclist gets back on

the road

Although Arlington resident Bobb
he got back on two wheels a few

Riding from Quad Cycles to Starbucks in Arlington Heights an the back of a tandem

bicycle, Mac was recovering from
blind,
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Lexington resident Joha Hirtle and Arlington

reslderits Bobby Mac and Kale Leppanen

Wicked Local staff phote / Monica Jimenez

i 'f&.;r# )

g@?

Insurance

vy Mac has been leading bike rides for 15 vears, when
months age, it was 3 different experience.
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By Monica Jimenez / Wicked Local Arlington
Posted Apr. 27, 2013 @ 12:01 am
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Arlington, Mass.

Although Arlington resident Bobby Mac has been
leading bike rides for 15 years, when he got back
on two wheels a few months ago, It was a
different experience.

Riding from Quad Cycles to Starbucks In Arlington
Heights on the back of a tandem bicycle, Mac was
recovering from a month in bed — not to mention
he was tegally blind.

Already visually impaired, Mac received surgery
| last summer for an eye infection, which led to
cataracts and near-total blindness. Another
surgery in December restored some of his sight,
but left him unable to see more than blurry
outlines. Bloomberg
Determinad to resume cycling, Mac got on a

tandem bicycle with felfow rider John Hirle of

Lexington in January,

"I've jumped oyt of airplanes, Riding on the back
of that bike was the scarlest thing I've ever
done,” Mac said. "1t felt like we were at sea.”

It was tough, agreed Hirtle, one of the core aroup
of cyclists who meet at Quad Cycles (called the

RQuaddies). More videos:




"1 draégeé him around on the tandem and it was really, really fun, but very strange," Hirtle said.
"We have two different riding styles. Bob tends to pedal more slowly with a lot of torque bhecause
he’s bigger, but I'm lighter, so I tend to spin faster. We were working against each other in the
heginning."

But Hirtle wasn‘t ahout to give up en Mac. When Hirtle himself got back into cycling after a break of
three decades, fellow riders kept him going despite the challenges of getting in shape and fearning
his way around the modern bicycle, he said.

“You know people are geing to miss you when you don't show up,” Hirtie said.

Passion for riding forms streng bonds among members of the two-wheeled commiinity, agreed
Arlington resident Kate Leppanen, who began riding with the group shortly after moving to town
eight years ago,

"The best conversations I've had have happened on a bike. My best friend, I met her on the bike,”
Leppanen said, "We're both pretty aggressive and we think suffering is fun, Bobby told me, 'The
way she rides, you two are geing to get atong " '

Another core member of the Quaddies, Leppanen’s friend Jen Zeuli of Arlington, traveled to her first
day of at her new job as a high school administrator with the Quaddies riding alongside her,
Leppanen sald,

White Mac was recovering from surgery, Zeuli took command of the group rldes, delivering Mac's
tradernark safety reminders for cyclists: You have the same rights and responsibilitias as cars. Stop
for pedestrians. Share the road, Be nice to everyone.

"Jen was channeling Bobby Mac,” Leppanen said. “She’d yell, ‘Here’s what we're going to dof We're
golng to respect the cars on the road! We're going to have a good day!™

Piev 1 2 Next

» FROM AROUND THE WEB

A Rich Woman Abandoned This Apartment In 1942,
What They Just Found Inside Is incredible. .

He Found A Baby Dying In The Sun, What He Dig
Next Defled Al Odds] .- .-

First of Two Kansas Girls to Commit Sulcide Last
Woeekend Used a Gun to K]l Herself - . .

These 39 Rare Photos From The Past Will Blow You
Away ... :

29 Prom Pictures That, Um...Just Take A Look

» SUGGESTED STORIES
Updated: 15-year-old boy with spactal needs missing
in Arlington : e

Celebrating Janice Satlak-Mott, Arington kindergarien
leacher for 42 years e R

AMC Sels Two-Night Premiere for Better Cal Saul

UPDATED: Arlington school SUY strikes Lexinglon
house, propanetank - ... . . . .

Arlington High glrls soccer draps heartbreaker in Div. 2
state champlonshlp game, 3-2 - i

Recommended by

ADVERTISEMENT

> Popular Articles and Offers

5 T
Ocdd "Tick "Tiplits® Diabetcs,.. Top 10 Richest Women }y
World

LV
The

A0 Hotllesi Female Celelwity
Badies of Al "Time

Rumor bas it thes stock might
explade. Can yon 1 $5,000
into $500,0007

T —

» STAY INFORMED

Emaii
Newslatiar

Sign up for our newsletter and have the top
headiines from your community defivered right
te your inbox.

NeWsHay
* Happy with Medicare? Tell Us Here

* Gambling Nuke Commander Linked to Fake
Poker Chips

& NSA Chief: China Could Shut Down US Power
Grid

* London Mayor: | Refuse to Pay US Back
Taxes

* Mafia Hit Man: | Killed Kennedy

* New Probiotic Fat Burner Takes GNC by
Storm

* American Homeowners Are in for an
Extremely Big Surprise '

* New Probiotic Fat Burner Arrives at GNC

What's This?

TOP CLICKS

EMAILED COMMENTED

POPULAR

SNEAK PREVIEW: Movies opening this week
Nov. 20, 2014

MOVIE REVIEW: 'Point and Shoot' documents
an egomanlac’s experience of war Nov. 21, 2014

MOVIE REVIEW: 'Hunger Gamas' tosses
viewers a few table scraps nov. 19, 2014

Steve Carell turns serlously creepy In
‘Foxcatcher' nov, 22, 2014

POLICE LINES: A television acting
suspiciously, a broken light bulb and other
calls nNov. 16, 2014

Truth About iPhone 6 Plus; What It's Like
Spending 60 Days With Apple's First Phablet
(AAPL) Nov. 18, 2014

» EVENTS CALENDAR

1122 12:00 am THE PAJAMA GAME
/22 12:00 am Registration for Newion Commuinity
722 12:00 am Newton Food Pantry

11122 12:00 am Enterlainment at North End Tavern
Add Events »

Dining Al

Feenir by o vicsays.comn

More Events »

Venues




Usemame

Password Lo f—;‘ v Q

Orny

Off the Front: Bobby Mac

OFf the Front: Bobby Mac
Lornotlic 3/24714 04:23 pm < g

Hovs does one fing the words to eulogize a true hero: a dear friend, a tireless mentor, a great benefactor, and &
true inspiration?

Vhen Idid my first Pan-Mass Challenge charity ride back in 2601, my coworker Jeremy—who was dofng the AIDGS
Ride—told me about a group training ride starting at Quad Cycles in Arlington. “It's run by tiis guy named Bobby
Mac... You have to meet himt”

S0 one weekend I went out and rode with them. Bobby was a charisrnatic older guy who was the obvious center of
the group, He'd bark cut endless advice about how to ride; always interjecting a characteristic bit of seif-
deprecating humor or belting out snippets of SOngs from the 60s and 70s. He'd shamelessly (hut harmiessly) flirt
with the ladies, who all adored him. On the road, he always stayed with the slower riders, mentoring them and
offering helpful advice for how to both survive and ehjoy whatever charity rides they were training for,

Bobby Mac made riding fun.

Like 50 many other neophyte riders, I started out wearing
canvas cargo shorts and a tee shirt, riding a heavy, flat-
handlebar “hybrid” bike, Over the course of thiteen years
with him, Bobby sculpted me into a spandex-cfad veteran
roadie who rides 10,000 kifometers 3 y&ar on his carbon-fiber
road bike and has rajsed over $100,000 for cancer research.

But I am just one person out of hundreds and
hundreds of riders whom Bobby has encouraged gver
the years, Himself an inveterate charity rider, he and his team
of "Quaddies” were ofien top fundraisers and volunteer
crewmembers for several of the largest charity rides in the
area. If you added up all the good works performed by Bobby
Mac and the legions of riders he has encouraged, the sum
total would be staggering,

As you can imagine, Bobby Mac was a huge part of the Jocal
community, He recorded several PSas on behalf of charity
rides and local cycling advocacy, No matter where we went,
we'd abways run into Peaple who knew him. Whether you
were a cyclist o not, It seemed everyone was friends with
Bobby Mac. Mo matter who You were, he made it very easy
to feel like you were his best friend,

We also [oved Bobby for his idiosyncrasies, It was a
mark of seniarity if you could say that you'd seen him ingest
anything other than Cytomayx sports drink. Back when the ride
stopped at Kimball Farm, Bobby proved that his popularity
extended even to barnyard animals, as “Buff the Powerbar-
Eating Goat” would run up to the fence to greet him and
receive a treat,

As he aged, Bobby suffered from macular degeneration
which gradually eroded his eyesight. I once watched him
nearly ride stralght into a sawhorse barrfer that a road crew
had put up when one of our regular roads was temporarily
closed. It was a mark of real trust if Bobby let you lead him
through & charity ride on unfamifiar roads he hadnt already
memarized,

Due to his worsening eyesight, we alf feared that Bobhy
would eventually be unable to tide, Knowing that his

time was limited, in 2006 we organized the first Tour e
Mac, a special ride in his hanot, compleie with tee shirts,
tubber wristbands, and an award presentation for the guest of
hotior. In 2009 we held another ride to celebrate his 6Dk
birthday, which 1 recorded with an emetional writeup and
video. Everyone loved Bobby, but despite repeate operations
to maintain his vision, we all harbored silent fears about how
much lenger he would be able to ride,

However, Bobby wasn't destined to live long enough for his
eyesight to faif him, Three weeks ago, Bobby went into the
hospital, suffering from pancreatic cancerl that had
metastasized. It was terminal, and Jast hight he passed
away in his sleep at home,
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Chef pronares cyelists for the AMDSEI0e

EYOMARREN RUDER

When t came to MIT, 1 expacted to srocunter men and women wiho would
SeTve G examples of what mankin Can achieve. As one of the greatest
uidversities in the world, with some of the o accomplished facglty
mambers g nywhere, 1 was sure MIT would provide me with areat role mindes
anel mentors, Indead, I've met 50mMe wonderio! and heipini faculty, Bul, moor
dnexpectadly, cne of the peaple whom 1 adimire Most is iy fratarnity s COolk,
Fabert oy rraiy, or as he is Poeputarly known, Lobiby Mac, His story is one of
COMPassion and life-altering change that can be universally respected,

AS 5 raternity house cook, Bobby Mac has the charismea andd (‘".J‘|arai::t.5-r Vi
mright expect from somebody who has to Pul ap with the whims and
fosyviorasios oF fifty MIT studears every day, In the overworked, depressed
world of MIT, he's always ready to greet you with a smile, satutation, and the
offer of 5 free éar to hear your grievances, While I lave hjg food, the most
impressive thing about Bobby is whai he does in his free time, During anvy
given year, Bobby Mac cyctes 6,000-7,000 miles while heiping organize,
recruit, and train about thirty novice riders for the Northeast AIDSRIde.

(Fyoeu haven't heard of it the Mortheast AIDSRIde i5 & four-day, 350- mile ride
from Bear Mountain, NY, to Roston, MA. Each rider provides his own bike and
dansportation in addition to 8 $2,100 dollar minimum in donor pledges, the
net proceeads of which tirectly benefit the New Yorfe City Leshian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender Commu nity Center and the Boston Fenway
Community Health Center ‘

Cince Nis sy AIDERide, Bobby has become an accomplished competitive

£ hist, fnown throughout the New England biking commuy ity for his work on
beball of the AIDSRIde, especiatly his training rides.

Bobby Mac's dedication and his training rides provide 3 specis) CppOtiunity for

tlozens of people loeking to challenge themselves in a new way, Most of -
Care unsure abow the Ricler, by obby's own lifo stary, coupded wi

f
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Hhareeen vears ag0, Bobby Mac was so ohean that doctors considered e
Condition fite-threstening, A fam o
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NEWS NOW ‘ers advice in Arlington Superinlendent's evaluation . Celebrating Janice Sallak-Mott, Arlington kindergaiten: teacher for 42 years

Posted Jul. 11, 2014 @ 11:10 am

ARLINGTON

There will be a Silent Auction at Quad Cyclés,
1043 Mass Ave, Artingten, on July 12, to benefit
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,

col
ouliry
ff‘:um

Come on In and get some great items for a great
calise. The bidding begins at 10 a.m. at the shop
and wiil step promptly at 6 p.m. There Is a
special preview from 5 to & p-m. on Friday, July
11,

Quad Cycles is a proud suppotter of the Cystic Fibrosls
Foundation, providing mechanical support for the yearly .
Seacoast Safarl Ride to benefit the Cystic Flbrosls Quad Cycles Is a proud supporter of the Cystic

Foundation. 1t wif hold a sllent acution to benefit the Fibrosis Faundation, providing mechanical

foundation this Saturday, July 11, at the Mass, Ave. bike
shop. Here Is the Quad Cycle team, who s dedicating  SUpport for the yearly Seacoast Safari Ride to

this year's CFF ride to our heloved Rige leader, Robert benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.
ticMurray, aka Bobby Mac, who passed away in March.

Courtesy photo
This year our team is dedicating the CFF ride to

our beloved Ride Leader, Robert McMurray, aka
Bobby Mac, who passed away in March.

Come on in to the shop, meet our team members
Insurance and get some great stuff from our sponsors.

' - " . Donations from locat merchants gratefully
accepted for the Silent Auction. For more
Information, contact Anke Schafer at 978-758-
5670, and for more information about the
foundation, go online to cff.org.

See how much
you can SAVE on

uto insurance

» Comment or view comimerits

» SUGGESTED STORIES » FROM AROUND THE WEB

in memory of Mef and her sons A Rich Woman Abandoned This Apariment In 1942,
What They Just Found Inside Is Incredible.

Arlington Schoaol Committes members admit CPA " He Fourd A B&by Dying In The Sun, What He Did

emalls should not have been sent Next Deflad All Odds!

Arlington Master Plan: Open spaces, natural 10 NASCAR Drivers You Either Love or Hate

resources needed for future
Fierce Brosnan Takes Keely Shaye Smith to Hawaif

Arlington High girls soccer wins North champlonship, for Her 51st Birthday

Plays for state crown Thursday 28 Prom Pictures That, Um...Just Take A Look
More videos:




City Year Corps Members enter the most at-risk schools to help
bridge the gap between what their students need and what the
schoals are designed to provide. Comcast spensors Opeaning
Day for all Cily Year teams across the country as the Corps
Members start their year of service in urban-schoois. Steve
Hackley, Comcast Regional Senior Vice President and City Year
Boston Advisery Board Member, spoke to 265 incoming City
Year Corps Members about the year ahead, thanking them for
their commitment to service and advising them to, “Serve well
my friends”

at City Year Bostor's Opsning Day.

Supperted by the Comcast Foundaticn, the Quincy Asian
Resources Service Corps hosts & computer class that helps
Chinese elders learn basic computer skills. This bilinguai
5-week class is taught by youth volunteers who are developing
community service, personal, and professional skil's.

Quincy Asian Resources Service Corps member instructing elder
student on computer skills.

Pagel
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Alex’s Place at ihe Martha's Vineyard YMCA provides multifaceted
avents, programs and groups to teens that encourage not only
digital literacy but offer them experiences that are specific to their
interest areas and involve all things digital. Comcast has been
thrilled to help this teen program grow from a "Y Without Walls”
program to the vibrant center it is today. Comcast works with
Alex's Piace to create programs that reflect its mission as well ag
bridge digital deficiencies for families, teens, and elders in need.
Monthly “Elder Tech Fairs," in which teens mentor elders, help
elders demnystify tech gear, and create new friendships between
elders and teens.

Teens at Alex’s Place talk ahout career developrent with Elleén Gaskill,
focat advertising consultant and sofial media manager.

Rebecca Fracassa, Comcast Director of Community Investment,
visited the Easter Seals of Massachusetts's Assistive Technology
Lab te hear from about plans for enhancements to the lab's
services via a Comcast Foundation Grant. Easter Seals and

its Technelogy Lab offer support and assistive technology to
improve the ability of individuals with significant disabilities to live
independently. For somecne with a disability, techinology doesn't
just make life more convenient; it is often the difference between
independence and relying on others for the simplest of tasks.

- Pictured L to R: Simon Escobar, Easter Seals Youth Leader,
Rebecca Fracassa, Comcast Director of Community investment, Will Fahey,
Faster Seals Youlh Leader, Kirk josiin {standing] Easter Seals CEC, and

- Tiara Sergeant, Easter Seals Youth Leader.

Comcast proudly supports Boys & Girls Clubs and refreshed the
“‘computers al Boys & Girls Club of Dorchester during Comcast
Cares Day. Members are using this new equipment for homework,
club prejects, end educational enrichment activities, such as the
healthy eating program.

Club members research healthy recipes for projects at the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester.

Mattapan/Greater Boston Schocl of Technology honored Comcast
as Partner of the Year. This Boston school is an integral Internet
Essentials Training Partner. internet Essentials is the nation's
largest and most comprehensive Internat adoption program.

Pictured L to B Rebecca Fracassa, Comcast, Bukia Louis, Mattapan/Greater
Boston Schoo! of Technology Board Membaer, Karrie jean, Executlve Director,
Mattapan/Greater Boston Schoof of Technology, and Mary Tuitt, Chief of Staff to
State Representative Glorla Fox,
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- United Way and Comca:

“Stuff g Bus”

During their fourth annual "Stuff the Bus” campaign, the United
Way of the Pioneer Valley and Comcast helped collect school
supplies for youth who would not otherwise have the items they
need for school. Dora Robinson, President and CEO of the United
Way of the Pioneer Valley, said the effort wouid assist more than
1,000 area children, "They need the opportunity to start the
schocl year right,” Robinsen said. "They need fo arrive on the

first day of school ready to learn.” After the buses were “stuffed;
volunteers distributed the filled backpacks to children in Chicopee,
Holyoke, Springfield, and South Hadley.

Fictured L to R Mefissa Picknelly, Vice President at Peter Pan Bus Lines, Pora
Robinsor, President and CEO, United Way of Pioneer Valley, Karen Perham-
Lippman, Comcast Manager of Community investment, Lynn Ostrowski, Direcior of
Brand and Corporate Relations, Health New England, Jessica Velasquez, Comcast
Direct Sales Manager, Aaron Saunders, Comcast Senior Manager of Governimeni
and Regulatary Affairs, Madeline Landrau, MassMutial Finandal Group, Direclor of
Marketing, Multicuitural Market Development, and Kefly Horan, United Technologies
Agrospace Systemns, Director, Supply Chain Management Engineered ltems

LA
COMCAST

The Urban League of Springfield, Inc. received a $66,000 grant
from the Comcast Foundation to strengthen the League's Be

the STEM: Academic and STEM Career Mentoring Program. The
program works with 9th grade students to ease the transition to
high schocol and expose ther to science, technology, engineering,
and math [STEM] disciplines and career opportunities to help
ensure future success. Be the STEM encompasses academic
performance, leadership, social, and communication skills, as

well as increasing participants' persanal, community, cultural, and
glokal awareness.

Pictured L. to R: Kristen Roberts, Camcast Vice President of Public Relations and
Community investrent, Ginger Sofoman, internet Esseritials Beneficiary,-Dan
Glanville, Comcast Vice President of Government and Regulatory Affairs, Henry
Thomas lil, President and CEO of Urban League of Springfield, Inc., Sharon Codeanne,
Comicast Director of Governmenit and Regulatory Affairs, Aaron Saunders, Comeast
Manager of Government and Community Relations, Anthony Moore, Urban League of
Springfield Youth Coordinator with students of the "Be the STEM” program,

SRR

Comcast is proud to support Lawrence CommunityWorks' [LCW]
Movement City Youth Center's Creative Aris & Technology
programming which helps youth to build self-esteem, self-
confidence and a sense of influence aver their environrment, and
to build job skills and explore careers. LCW offers five sessions

of seven-week classes like video production, music production,
graphic design, and inventors' workshep that culminate with an
open house in which the kids share their tatents/projects with
parents and peers, By nature, activities are all hands-on and
experiential allowing for personat exploration as well as dynamic
collaboration. With an open madel, youth explore, discover, and
create using their new skills and existing talents. Instructors are
experts and practitioners in their respective fields. LCW also hosts
“visiting artists/makers” like the MIT Media Lab staff, a singer/
songwriter from Berkiee School of Music, Youth Jobs Coaliticn
director, alumni, and others to highlight career opportunities.
Additionally, they learn financial management and fechnical skills,
and gain work experience.
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Comcast launched XFINITY On Campus,
a service that lets college students watch
live TV and On Demand content on their
IP-enabled devices, including, laptops,
tablets and smariphones while on
campus. XFINITY On Campus is included
with room and board for students living in
on-campus housing and will be available
this fali at Bridgewater College, Drexel
University, Emerson College, Lasell
College, and the University of Delaware.
Several schools, including Massachusetts
. Institute of Technology and the University
& ) of New Hampshire, will also try out
4 W o R XFINITY On Campus this fall.

MII.I.EHHIAI.S
WATCH A LOT OF

Drexél's Vice President and Chief
Information Officer John A. Bielec said,
“XEINITY On Campus is a leap into the
future, leveraging Drexel's campus
network to provide media content to our
residential students at any time and any
place. It's a perfect fit for today's student
mabile lifestyle.”

"XFINITY On Campus lets students
watch TV on their own terms,” said . |
Marcien Jenckes, Comcast Executive -

i34 + 1| Vice President of Consumer Services.
“Whether it's Game of Thrones, Scandal
or The Daily Show, XFINITY On Campus
] DWHYTHE) offers all the content they want —
. : : anytime, anywhere, on any device”
] DNLEINEVIDED

For any qualified fow-
income family who has
not yet applied for Internet
Essentials, Comcast will
include up to six months
of complimentary service,
expanding the reach
of the nationy's largest
broadband adaoption
program. Quatified low-

: - inceme families who
were approved for Internet Essennals between August 4th and
September 30th, 2014 received up te six months of Internet
service at no charge. Infernet Essentials has connectad more than
350,000 families, or about 1.4 millien low-income Americans, 1o
the power of the Internet for $9.95 a rmonth plus tax. The program
is available in 39 states and the District of Columbia.

Comcast aiso announced an amnesty program for certain low-
income families who could qualify for Internet Essentials, but
have a past due balance, Customers whe have an cutstanding bill
that is more than one-year oid are now eligible for the program.
Comcast will offer amnesty for that debt for the purpose of
connecting to Internet Essentials, as long as the customer

meets all other eligibility criteria.

"Internet Essentials is about transforming lives and inspiring.
a new generation of leaders to be digitally ready to access
the information and tools all students need to succeed in the
21st century,” said David L, Cohen, Comeast Executive Vice
President. "By offering six months of free internet Essentials
service, along with an amnesty program, we hope o convince
even more famities that there is no

better school supply than having ) | T
broadband Interniet at home. With INTERNET ! ! i !'
it, kids can do their homework and

parents can be more connected to ESSE?{JIL?J;? L I !
their children's teachers and schools.” - i

In a first-of-its-kind international partnership, Comcast and Liberty
Globa! announced an agreement to allow users to access each
other's WiFi networks, giving many XFINITY Internet and Liberty
Glebal Internet customers access to millions of new WiFi access
peints in various countries by 2015,

“This is our first step in bringing global WiFi connactivity to our
customers,” said Tem Nagel, Comcast Senior Vice President of
Strategic Initiatives, Comcast has more than three million XFINITY
WiF1 hotspots in the U.S., while Liberty Global has more than 2.5
miliion WiFi hot spots in Europe. This agreement gives many of the

1 million Americans visiting Europe and the 12 million Europeans
visiting the United States each year a free alternative to celiular
data roaming.

“We are delighted to join forces with Comcast to begin building
waorldwide WiFi connectivity and we hope that this will create
interest from other cable operators to join us,” sald Balan Natr,
Liberty Glebal Executive Vice President and Chief

Technology OfTicer.
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Camcast announced the
refurn of XFINITY Freeview
Latino, a two week all-
access pass to discover
and view the best Latino
entertainment available in
the U.S, totaling in excess
of 3,500 programs and
2,500 hours of XFINITY On
Demand content.

XFINITY Freeview Latine took place from September 22 through
October 5 and was available to all XFINITY TV customers on
XFINITY On Demand, xfinity.com/Latino and on the XFINITY TV
Go app. XFINITY Freeview Latino was the perfect opportunity for
Latinc customers to access their favorite On Demand content
while discovering more content to love at home or an the go.

&
L]
L -]

eec®®

The fastest in-home wireless networlk in the U.S, just got even
faster. Comcast is launching its latest XFINITY Wireless Gateway, a
new combination router and modem that ensures cuslomers are
able to get the fastest in-home WiFi possible. A recent analysis

by Allion USA found this new device capable of delivering in-
home WiFi speeds over 700 Mbps - that's more than 2X faster
than Comcast’s current router and 7X faster than simitar devices
available from Verizon and AT&T,

More than 90 percent of Comncast’s Internet customers use

home WiFi = and Comcast's new XFINITY Wireless Gateway not
only offers faster speeds, but it also supports the Samsung Galaxy
S4/55, MacBeok Pro, and the MacBoaok Air. The XFINITY Wireless
Gateway translates into faster speeds and a hetter connection to
stream HD video, download music, network multiple rooms, and
connect lots of devices and gadgets simultaneously.

The new XFINITY Wireless Gateway will be available later this
fall to customers in select markets and over time across
Comcast's footprint.

'NASCAR and
Built for Speed..
and Endurance

Beginning January 1, 2015, Comcast is proud to say that NASCAR
fans will be watching the NASCAR XFINITY Series. NASCAR and
Comceast recently announced a 10-year historic agreement that
will make XFINITY the title sponsor of what is now known as the
NASCAR Nationwide Series through 2024, The 1G-year term is
the longest entitlement sponsorship agreement in NASCAR
series’ history.

To further premote the series, Comcast's NBC Sports unit will
begin broadcasting NASCAR races in July 2015, "We're proud to
welcome XFINITY to the NASCAR community as title sponsor
of the NASCAR XFINITY Series for the next decade,” said Brian
France, NASCAR Chairman & CEQ. "NASCAR and XFINITY are
each leader brands with imuch in cemimon. Both are focused on
innovation and have products built for speed. Together, we will
work to take this series to new heights and elevate one of the
mast unique and powerful partnerships in alf of sports”

RPage 5
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Cablefax magdazine recently named 50 Comcast and NBCUniversal executives as the "Most lnfluential Minorities in Cable,” recegnizing
the influence, power and reach of these Top minority executives in cable. The following Comcast and NBCUniversal executives are being
recognized for this prestigious award:

Maria G. Arias, Comcast Corporation,
VP of Drver5|ty and In(:luslon

Ellzabeth Asencro NBCUmversal SVP

Client Relat fons & Marketrng Operatrons Content Drstrlbutron

Makesha Benson Comcast Cable, VP,
Strateglc Sales Alllances

Paul Biava, Comcast Cable
Regronal VP of Technrcal Operatlons

Brre Bryant Oxygen Medla VP Developmentand Productaon
Adnenne Byrd Sprout SVP Legal and Standard & Practlces

Sherlta Ceasar Comcast Cable, VP
Natlonal Video Development Engrneenng

Sunri Chadda NBCU Cable Entertalnment SVP Frnance _

Cynthla Chu USA Network CFO
Cesar Conde NBCUnNersa! EVP
Wayne Davrs Corncast SVP Human Resources

Maria Deluca Bravo Medla SVP
Consumer and Trade Marketlng

Henry “Hank" Fore
Comcast Reglonal SVP for the Callforma Region

Tonie Garcra Corncast Cable VP of Drrect Sales,
Busrness Serwces

Doug Gaston Comcast Cable SVP/General Counsel

Barbara Gee Comcast Cable VP Strateglc Sales Alllancos

KrmberEey Harns NBCUnwersal FVP General Counse!
Jacquellne Hernandez Teiemundo Medra COO

Llsa Hs:a Bravo & Oxygen Medla EVP Drgrtal

) MarlonJackson SyFy VP D]gltal Content SyFy D|g|ta|

) chhjennlngs Comcast SVF> Msle Hrgh Regron '

SusanJln Davrs Comcast Cable SVP Operatlons Complrance

Nancy jo, Bravo and Oxygen Medra VP,
D|g|tal Strategy & Busmess Development

Aljlt Joy, Comcast Cab e, SVP Comcast Innovatron Labs

Sree Kotay Comcast Cable SVP and Chlef Software Archltect

Ebony Lee Comcast Cable VP of Strateglc Development

Charrsse L|II|e Comcast Corporateon
VP of Community lnvestment and President
of Comcast Foundation

Ruben Mendrola Fernandez mun2 Presrdent

Rodrigo Lopez, Comcast, Region VP, Oregon/SW Washingten

Lori Lynem, NBCUniversal, VP,

Busrness Affarrs NBCUnlversaI Cable Entertainment

Ralph Martlnez Comcast Cable SVP

Comcast Houston Reglon

Dennis Mathew Comcast Cable VP

New Busrneeses Deslgn and Deployment for XFlNlTY Home

Amalla O Sulllvan Comcast Cable VP,

XFlNlTY lnternet Product Communlcatlons Data and Mobrlrty

Michael Parker Comcast VP of Operatrons

Lesl!e Pearce Comcast Cable

VP of Sales/Retenbon Opera‘uons

Bret Perkrns Comcast Corporatlon VP External Affalrs
Donna Rattley Washlngton Comcast VP

Government and Commun ty Affa|rs

Sharmlla Raw Comcast Cable
VP of Product Management for
Communlcabons and Data Serwces

Cra1g Rob:nson NBCUnlversal EVP Chlef DrverS|ty Offrcer

Marlene Sanchez Dooner NBCUnlversal

EVP Hispanrc Enterpnses & Content Unlt

LLlIS S|Iberwasser Telemundo Pre5|dent

Rob Srmmelkjaer NBC Sports Group, SVP
Sports Ventures & Intematlonal

T|na S|mmons Comcast Cable SVP Human Resources
Jeffrey Smrth Comcast Cable VP and Deputy General Counsel
Myrna Soto Comcast Cable

SVP and Chlef nformatlon and lnfrastructure Securlty Ofﬁcer

Holly Tang, Bravo & Oxygen Medra CFO

Kavita Vazaram Comcast Cab te, SVP,

Medaa Strategy and Saences

Andrew Wang, Bravo Med|a VP

Scnpted Development and Productlon

Steve Whlte Comcast West DIVISIOI‘l Presrdent

Suejln Yang Bravo Medra VP Dagltal Medra
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New Comcast Leader Devoted
to Delighting Customers

Comcast recently anncunced that Charlie
Herrin will be its new Senior Vice President,
Customer Experience, a job focused on one
thing: delighting customers at every touch
point. From the moment a customer orders a
new service, to the installation, to customer
service calis, to online communication, and
how Comcast responds to issues, Charlie
Herrin's job is to ensure that Comcast improves each interaction.
Chartie answers to Comcast Cable's President and CEQ, Neil Smit,
who states, "Put simply, customer service should be our best
product..that is our goal and our number one priority..and that's
whiat we are going o do.”

- Comcast is celebrating the relaunch of EveryBlock Philly, an

online service and mobile app that keeps users up to date on
what’s happening near them - from local events and restaurant
openings to community news - and enables discussion with
neighbors, local businesses and elected officials. The hyper-local
site aggregates news, reviews, events, local blogs and other web
content, civic data [like crime reports and 31 requests], as well as
user-generated questions and comments, and packages it into

a personalized feed. EveryBlock aligns perfectly with Comcast's
missicn Lo invest in and strengthen the communities we serve.

EveryBlock also operates in Chicago, where it has enjoyed
fremendous success. Comcast is thrifled to bring EveryBlock to-
Philadelphia and Chicago - and plans to roll it out to Houston,
Denver, Medford, MA [Boston area), Hialeah, FL [Miami areal,
and Fresno, CA over the coming months.

Helping Deliver a

-Great Guest Experi

"COMCAST
BUSINESS

ge)

\%
Choice Hotels Intermnational recently selected Comcast Business
as a Qualified Vendor for business data, video and voice services.
More than 5,000 Choice Hotels properties across the LS, can use
Comcast Business services in their areas, including Comfort Inn,
Comfort Suites, Quality Inn, Sleep Inn, Clarion, Cambria Hotels &

Suites, MainStay Suites, Suburban Extended Stay Hotel Econo
Lodge, Rodeway Inn, and Ascend Hotels. :

1

“In the hospitality industry, the key to building brand loyalty is to
deliver a consistent, high-quality experience, especially in meeting
guest expectations for reliable, high-speed Internet access and a
robust HD solution,” said Alex Sewell, Comeast Business Executive
Director, Emerging Markets. “Choice Hotels has a rich history of
implementing technological inncvations for their guests, including
offering the first global hotel application for the smart phone, and
we [ook forward to working with their franchisees to provide our
advanced technclogy soluiions.

xhnly

Comcast was recently honaored to receive an Emmy Award for the
X1 Entertainment COperating System. The award is for Outstanding
Achievement in Interactive Media Program: User Experience and
Visual Design for XFINITY TV On The X1 Platiorm.

Speaking at the Interactive Media Peer Group's nominee
reception, Tom Loretan, Comcast Vice President, Executive
Creative Director, User Experience and Product Design, said,
“Comcast is in a very unigue position to take all the incredible .
programming &ll the tatented pecple In this room are creating
and develop an experlence that brings all of that content to
consumers in a personal, beautiful way: an experience that was
simply made for television.”

X1 continues to receive kudes for new Teatures such as Common
Sense Media ratings, now available in its Cn Demand library, on
DVR and on live TV listings. Parents can easily evaiuate positive
messages, role models, viclence/scariness, sex, language,
consumerism and substance use before letting children watch
movies and TV, [n addition, new X1 DVR with Cloud technology
enables customers to stream and download their recorded DVR
programs to any internet-connected device, and, while in the
hoime, turn any mohile device info a television with the ability
to stream virtually the entire channel Ilne -up ‘and XFINITY On
Demand catalog. .
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